
"Is there  a m ore  con tem p o ra ry  'key idea'  than  climate change? In this 
compell ing overview, Hulme tracks how  ideas of cl imate change have varied 
in sp ace  and  time,  and across  cultural g roups .  From art to religion, from 
sceptic ism to cli-fi, he contextual ises  (and challenges) the  matter-of-factness 
of a scientific view of cl imate change.  W hether  new  to the topic or in need of a 
refresh, both  s tuden ts  and  senior  scholars  will find much of value here." 
Lesley Head, Redm ond Barry D istingu ished Professor; University o f 
M elbourne, A ustra lia

Written by a leading g e o g ra p h e r  of climate, this book offers a unique guide 
to s tu d e n ts  and  general  readers  alike for making s e n se  of this profound, 
far-reaching, and  con tes ted  idea. It p resen ts  climate change  as  an idea with a 
past,  a present ,  and  a future.

In ten carefully crafted chapters ,  Climate Change offers a synoptic  and inter­
disciplinary unders tand ing  of the  idea of climate change  from its varied 
historical a n d  cultural origins; to  its cons truct ion m ore  recently through 
scientific endeavour ;  to  the  multiple w ays  in which political, social, and 
cultural m o v e m e n ts  in today 's  world seek  to  make s e n se  of and act upon it; 
to the  possib le  fu tures  of climate, h o w ev er  it m ay  be governed  and imagined. 
The  central claim of the  book is tha t  the  full b readth  and  power  of the idea 
of climate change  can only be  g ra sp ed  f rom a van tage  point  tha t  embraces  
the  social sciences,  humanit ies ,  and  natural sciences.This  vantage  point is 
w h a t  the  book offers,  written from the  perspect ive  of a g eographer  whose 
career  work on cl imate change  has  d raw n  across  the  full range of academic 
discipl ines .The book highlights  the  work of leading g eo g rap h e rs  in relation to 
climate change;  exam ples ,  i l lustrations, and  case  s tudy boxes  are drawn from 
different cu l tures  a round  the  world,  and  ques t ions  are  posed  for use  in class 
d iscussions .

The book is written as  a s tu d en t  text, su itable  for disciplinary and inter­
disciplinary u n d e rg ra d u a te  and  g rad u a te  co u r se s  tha t  em brace  climate 
change  f rom within social science and  hum ani t ies  disciplines. Science 
s tu d en ts  s tudying climate change  on inter-disciplinary p ro g ra m m e s  will also 
benefit  f rom reading it, a s  too  will the  genera l  reader  looking for a fresh and 
distinctive accoun t  of climate change.

Mike Hulme is P rofessor  of H u m a n  G e o g ra p h y  in th e  D epar tm en t  of 
G eo g ra p h y  at  th e  Universi ty of  C am br idge ,  UK.
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