
Definitions of urban en tities  and urban typologies are changing constan tly  to  reflect the  
growing physical ex ten t of cities and their hinterlands. These include suburbs, sprawl, edge 
cities, gated  com m unities, conurbations and netw orks of places and such transform ations 
cause conflict betw een  central and peripheral areas a t  a range of spatial scales. This book 
explores th e  role of cities, th e ir influence and th e  transform ations th ey  have undertaken in 
th e  recent past. W ays in which cities regenerate, how plans change, how they  are governed 
and how th ey  react to  th e  econom ic realities of th e  day are all explored. Concepts such as 
polycentricity are explored to  highlight th e  fact th a t  cities are part of w ider regions and the 
study of urban geography in th e  fu ture needs to  be cognisant of changing relationships 
w ithin and betw een  cities.

Bringing to g e th e r stud ies from  around th e  world a t different scales, from  sm all tow n to  
m egacity, th is volum e captures a sn apsho t of som e of th e  changes in city centres, suburbs, 
and th e  w ider urban region. In doing so, it provides a deeper understanding  of th e  evolving 
form  and function of cities and the ir associated  peripheral regions as well as the ir im pact 
on m odern tw en ty -first cen tury  landscapes.

A remarkable collection o f  essays on urban transformations with a truly global reach. This edited  
volum e deserves to  be widely read . '

M artin Sokol, Trinity College Dublin, Ireland

‘The increasing integration o f  cities into the globalisation process sees n ew  issues constantly 
emerging. The regeneration and increased participation o f  urban peripheries creates new  
centralities and renews the dynamics o f  the global city system . This book offers a diverse range 
o f  p lace specific studies from  around the world that will enlighten scholars and citizens about 
the resilient capacities and transformative possibilities o f  cities. '

Céline Rozenblat, University of Lausanne, Switzerland, 
Chair of th e  Urban Com m ission of th e  In ternational G eographical Union

‘By enrolling m em bers o f  the ICU Urban Commission in a collective exercise o f  both  
authorship and review, Urban Transform ations: Centres, Peripheries and System s provides a 
rare approach to  an ed ited  collection o f  papers addressing the com plexity o f  recent 
transformations in urbanisation. With each chapter having been subjected  to  rigorous internal 
review by som e o f  the leading names in the fie ld  o f  urban geography, this collection o f  case 
studies provides a unique insight into the work o f  one o f  the forem ost authorities on urban 
processes and outcom es a t the start o f  the 21st century . '

Petros Petsim eris, University of Paris, Sorbonne, France
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