
THE FIRST FIELD GU ID E THAT A LLO W S AMATEUR ROCK 
EN TH U SIA STS TO  IDENTIFY BASIC R O C K S  A N D  ROCK 

F O R M A T IO N S  IN A SYSTEMATIC W AY

Many of us are fascinated by rocks—but identifying them can seem 
daunting. It’s often tricky even for geologists, who rely on experience, 
intuition, and in-depth familiarity with rock-forming components. 
Rocks and Rock Formations allows everyone, amateur or professional, 
to successfully distinguish these amazing masses of minerals, using 
only careful observation, a magnifying glass, a pocket knife—and a bit 
of patience.

Jiirg Meyer provides a structured approach to the identification of all 
rocks within the three groups: sedimentary, igneous, and metamor- 
phic. Bringing together more than 530 diagrams and photographs to 
illustrate essential characteristics, Meyer highlights some basics on 
rocks—their m ineral constituents, structures, textures, fossils, weath­
ering patterns, and m ore—which are im portant for a determination. 
The main part of the book is a handy and thorough identification key, 
which takes into account all possible rock variations, mixtures, and 
structural differences. The concluding section of the guide delves into 
rock systematics.

Assuming little prior experience or knowledge, Rocks and Rock 
Formations is an invaluable resource for rock enthusiasts everywhere.

• Suitable for beginners and amateurs
• Helpful, systematic identification key
• Exploration of all types of rocks
• More than 530 diagrams and photographs 

•  •

J U R G  MEYER is a professional geologist and licensed mountain 
guide, as well as lecturer and author in the areas of geology and the 
environment. He lives in Switzerland.
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