Contents Acknowledgements 7
Type terminology 9
Preface 10

1 Background 13

2 Rejuvenation 1900-24 21
The beginnings of cultural rejuvenation 23
The German Werkbund 23
The German cult of the book 25
Renner as a Werkbund figure 36

3 Renewal 1924-32 49
Socially-engaged design 51
The New Typography 52
Renner confronts modernity 54
Theories of modern design 65

4 Futura and the modern letter in Germany 77
The question of gothic versus roman 79
Futura 86
Orthographic reform 115

5 Crisis 1932-3 121
The course of the Werkbund 123
Renner’s engagement in controversy 126
Arrest 129
A brief stay in Switzerland 140

6 Typography in a dictatorship 1933-45 145
Gothic script during the Third Reich 148
Renner resettles in Germany 150
Die Kunst der Typographie 151
Renner’s attempt to fuse roman and gothic 158
The Nazi ban on gothic 165

7 Survival 1945-56 171
Renner’s response to the Tschichold/Bill dispute 175
Ideas for the modern book 179
Towards a typographical philosophy 186

Renner’s last typeface 193
Final years 196

8 Conclusion 199

Published writings of Paul Renner 207
Archive sources 214

Bibliography 215

Picture sources 220

Index 221



