
Contents

Foreword xi 
Preface XV 

Acknowledgments xxi

i Trom pe-ľO eil Nature

1 Configurations of Continuity 3

2 The Wild and the Domesticated 32
Nomadic Spaces 33
The Garden and the Forest 38
The Field and the Rice Paddy 44
Ager and Silva 48
Herdsmen and Hunters 51
The Roman Landscape, the Hercynian Forest, and Romantic Nature 53

3 The Great Divide 57
The Autonomy o f the Landscape 57
The Autonomy o f  Phusis 63
The Autonomy o f Creation 66
The Autonomy o f Nature 68
The Autonomy o f Culture 72
The Autonomy o f Dualism  78
The Autonomy o f Worlds 85

11 The Structures o f  Experience

4 The Schemas of Practice 91
Structures and Relations 92
Understanding the Familiar 98
Schematisms 101
Differentiation, Stabilization, Analogies 107



v iii C O N T E N T S

5 Relations with the Self and Relations with Others 112
Modes o f Identification and Modes o f Relation 112
The Other Is an “I” 115

111 The D ispositions o f  Being

6 Animism Restored 129
Forms and Behavior Patterns 130
The Variations o f Metamorphosis 135
Animism and Perspectivism 138

7 Totemism as an Ontology 144
Dreaming 146
An Australian Inventory 148
The Semantics o f Taxonomies 155
Varieties o f Hybrids 162
A Return to Algonquin Totems 165

8 The Certainties of Naturalism 172
An Irreducible Humanity? 174
Animal Cultures and Languages? 179
Mindless Humans? 185
The Rights o f Nature? 192

9 The Dizzying Prospects of Analogy 201
The Chain o f Being 202
A Mexican Ontology 207
Echoes o f Africa 221
Pairings, Hierarchy, and Sacrifice 226

10 Terms, Relations, Categories 232
Encompassments and Symmetries 235
Differences, Resemblances, Classifications 240

i v  The Ways o f  the World

11 The Institution of Collectives 247
A  Collective fo r  Every Species 248
Asocial Nature and Exclusive Societies 256
Hybrid Collectives That Are Both Different and Complementary 258
A  Mixed Collective That Is Both Inclusive and Hierarchical 268

12 Metaphysics o f Morals 281
An Invasive Self 282
The Thinking Reed 289



C O N T E N T S  ІХ

Representing a Collective 291
The Signature o f Things 298

v  An Ecology o f  Relations

13 Forms of Attachment 309
Givingy Taking, Exchanging З11
Producing, Protecting, Transmitting 321

14 The Traffic o f Souls 336
Predators and Prey 337
The Symmetry o f Obligations 345
The Togetherness o f Sharing 352
The Ethos o f Collectives 359

15 Histories o f Structures 365
From Caribou-Man to Lord Bull З66
Hunting, Taming, Domesticating 377
The Genesis o f Change 386

Epilogue: The Spectrum o f Possibilities 391

Notes 407 
Bibliography 429 

Index 4SI


