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1 3 . N o n s u p e r n a tu r a l  C a u s e s  6 0 3

• Epistem ological Premises
-  E p is te m ic  A g n o s t ic is m

• G en u in e  A n o m a lie s

-  T h  e  D e m a n d  f o r  A n a lo g ie s

• In troducing  N onsupernatural Causes
-  Fraud
■ E m o t io n a l  A r o u s a l

• The Pow er o f  Faith
-  R e lig io u s  P r a c tic e  a n d  H e a lth

- F a c to r s  in  H e a l th y  R e lig io u s  P r a c tic e

- P s y c h o s o m a tic  E le m e n ts  o f  F a i th  C u res

- P s y c h o s o m a tic  E le m e n ts  in  Jesu s 's  M in i s t r y  ?

-  T h e  P la c e b o  E ffe c t

-  R e lig io n  a n d  P s y ch o lo g ica l E l e m e n ts  in  H e a lin g

• C onclusion

1 4 . B ia s e d  S ta n d a r d s ?  6 4 5

• Reductionism ?

• A H istoric Bias against Faith?
-  T h e  B ia s e d  V a n c o u v e r  S tu d y

- S im i la r  P a s t C r i t iq u e s  o f  O th e r  P u b l ic  H e a l in g  C la im s

-  A r e  N o n s u p e r n a tu r a l  In te r p r e ta t io n s  A lw a y s  B e tte r?

• The D em and fo r M edically Certified Testim ony
-  S e c u r in g  M e d ic a l  D o c u m e n ta t io n

-  T h e  D e m a n d s  E p is te m o lo g ic a l P r e m ise

•  U s e  o f  V id e o ta p e s ?
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• H ow  to  S ort the Evidence
-  C r it ic s  o f  L o u r d e s

■ R ig o r o u s  S ta n d a r d s  a t  L o u r d e s

- S o m e  D r a m a t i c  C u re s  a t  L o u r d e s

-  R ig o r o u s  S ta n d a r d s ,  H o s t i le  A s s u m p t io n s

•  Prejudice in  the  Academy?
-  P r e ju d ic e  a g a in s t R e l ig io n  a n d  M e te o r i te s

-  P h ilo so p h ic  A s s u m p t io n s  b e h in d  S c ie n ti f ic  P a r a d ig m s

-  U n e v e n  C r ite r ia

-  P r e s u p p o s i t io n s  a n d  B u r d e n  o f  P r o o f

•  O th e r Com plications

• C onclusion

1 5 . M o r e  E x tr a n o r m a l  C a s e s  7 1 2

• C onsidering  M edical D ocum entation
-  S o m e  M e d ic a l  D o c u m e n ta t io n

-  Im p l ic a t io n s  o f  a n d  P r o s p e c ts  f o r  M e d ic a l  D o c u m e n ta t io n

• Partial and  G radual Healings

• Som e Scholars’ Testim onies, Explanations
* P h i lo s o p h e r s ' In te r v ie w s

-  S o m e  L im i t e d  E y e w itn e s s  E x p e r ie n c e

-  C lo se r  E y e w itn e s s  E x a m p le s  a n d  A l te r n a t iv e  E x p la n a t io n s

• In terpreting  the Evidence
*  I s  a  N o n th e i s t i c  in te r p r e ta t io n  N e c e s s a r y ?

*  S u p ra h u m a n  E x p la n a tio n s?

-  D r a m a t i c  R ecoverie s

• Exam ples N earer th e  A uthor

• C onclusion

C o n c lu s io n  761

C o n c lu d in g  U n s c ie n t i f ic  P o s t s c r ip t  7 6 6

A p p e n d ix  A :  D e m o n s  a n d  E x o rc is m  i n  A n t iq u i ty  7 6 9

• A ncien t Views o f D em ons
- Daimones
-  J e w is h  D e m o n o k g y

• Possession

• Prophylaxis against D em ons

• Exorcism

A p p e n d ix  B : S p i r i t  P o s s e s s io n  a n d  E x o rc is m  in  S o c ie t ie s  T o d a y  7 8 8
• C ross-C ultural Evidence for Possession Experiences

-  A n th r o p o lo g ic a l  R e p o r ts  o f  P o sse ss io n  E x p e r ie n c e s

-  C u ltu r a l  E le m e n ts  o f  P o s s e s s io n  B e h a v io r

- S o m e  S p e c ia l F o r m s  o f  P o sse ss io n  B e h a v io r s

- S p ir i ts ,  S ic k n ess , a n d  S eers
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• Exorcism  in R ecen t Times
-  N o n - C h r i s t ia n  E x o r c is m  P ra c tic es

-  C h r is t ia n  M o v e m e n ts  a n d  E x o r c is m s

- P ersp ec tiv es  o n  E x o r c ism s

• In terpreting  Spirit Possession
-  N a t u r a l  E le m e n ts  a n d  W e s te r n  A c a d e m ic  E x p la n a t io n s

-  D iv e r s e  A p p r o a c h e s

-  P o sse ss io n  a n d  S p ir i ts

-  W e s te r n  P s y c h ia tr is ts  a n d  B e l ie f  in  G e n u in e  S p ir i t s

• M issiologists o n  Power Encounters
-  M o d e r n  E x a m p le s  o f  P o w e r  E n c o u n te r s

-  P o w e r  E n c o u n te r s  T h a t  P e r su a d e  R e l ig io u s  C o m p e ti to r s

-  S o m e  P e r so n a l a n d  F a m ily  E x p e r ie n c e s

•  Conclusion

A p p e n d ix  C : C o m p a r is o n s  w i th  L a te r  C h r i s t i a n  H a g io g r a p h y  8 5 7

• M ethodological Q uestions

• Various Tales

• A n o th er Exam ple: Takla H áym ánôt

• C onclusion

A p p e n d ix  D : A n c ie n t  A p p r o a c h e s  t o  N a tu r a l  L a w  8 6 7  

A p p e n d ix  E : V is io n s  a n d  D r e a m s  8 7 0

• A ncien t D ream  Reports

• V isions and  D ream s in G lobal C hristianity

B ib l io g r a p h y  o f  S e c o n d a r y  S o u rc e s  8 8 5  

I n te r v ie w s  a n d  P e r s o n a l  C o r r e s p o n d e n c e  C i t e d  1 0 5 1  

I n d e x  o f  S u b je c ts  1 0 5 7

I n d e x  o f  A u th o r s ,  I n te r v ie w e e s ,  a n d  C o r r e s p o n d e n t s  1 0 9 7

I n d e x  o f  S c r ip tu r e  1 1 4 7

I n d e x  o f  O t h e r  A n c ie n t  S o u rc e s  1 1 5 3


