
CONTENTS

About the Authors ix
Introduction xiii

PART 1 SOCIAL PATTERNING OF HEALTH 1

1. Pandemics and Epidemics 3 
Robert Dingwall

2. Social Class 10 
Graham Scambler

3. Gender 17 
Ellen Annandale

4. Ethnicity 24 
Hannah Bradby

5. Sexuality 31 
Sue Scott

6. Intersectionality 38 
Anuj Kapilashrami

7. Place 46 
Katherine L. Frohlich, Julie Vallee, Sally Macintyre and Anne Ellaway

8. Environment 52 
Sara MacBride-Stewart

9. Material and Cultural Factors 59 
Graham Scambler

10. Psychosocial Factors 65 
Antonia Bifulco

11. Life Events 71 
Antonia Bifulco

12. Ageing and the Lifecourse
Paul Higgs

77



vi Key Concepts in Medical Sociology

13. Neoliberalism 84 
Judith Green and Kirsten Bell

14. Social Capital 90 
Orla McDonnell

PART 2 EXPERIENCE OF HEALTH AND ILLNESS 97

15. Medicalization 99 
Jonathan Gabe

16. Pharmaceuticalization 106 
Jonathan Gabe

17. Illness and Health Behaviours 114 
Lee F. Monaghan

18. Stigma 122 
Lee F. Monaghan and Simon J. Williams

19. Embodiment 128 
Simon J. Williams and Lee F. Monaghan

20. Emotions 134 
Gillian Bendelow and Iain Wilkinson

21. Chronic Illness 140 
Lee F. Monaghan and Mike Bury

22. Disability 147 
Janice McLaughlin

23. Illness Narratives 153 
Lee F. Monaghan and Mike Bury

24. Risk 160 
Jonathan Gabe

25. The Sick Role 167 
Lee F. Monaghan and Mike Bury

26. Practitioner-Client Relationships 174 
Alison Pilnick

27. Quality of Life 180 
Mary Boulton

28. Sleep 187 
Simon J. Williams

29. Death and Dying 193
Gitte H. Koksvik and David Clark



Contents vii

PART 3 HEALTH, KNOWLEDGE AND PRACTICE 199

30. The Medical Model 201 
Lee F. Monaghan and Mike Bury

31. Social Constructionism 209 
Orla McDonnell

32. Lay Knowledge 216 
Gareth H. Williams, Eva Elliott and Jennie Popay

33. Medical Tourism 222 
Neil Lunt

34. Reproduction 228 
Jane Sandall, Lee F. Monaghan and Jonathan Gabe

35. Medical Technologies 235 
Alex Faulkner

36. Digital Health 241 
Deborah Lupton

37. Geneticization 247 
Rebecca Dimond, Heather Strange and Jacqueline Hughes

38. Bioethics 254 
Gabrielle Samuel and Bobbie Farsides

39. Surveillance and Health Promotion 261 
Sarah Nettleton

PART 4 HEALTH WORK AND THE DIVISION OF LABOUR 267

40. Medical Autonomy, Dominance and Decline 269 
Jonathan Gabe and Mary Ann Elston

41. Trust in Medicine 277 
Jonathan Gabe

42. Professions Allied to Medicine 282 
Ivy Lynn Bourgeault

43. Nursing and Midwifery as Occupations 288 
Abbey Hyde and Orla McDonnell

44. Social Divisions in Formal Healthcare 294 
Catherine Theodosius

45. Health Professional Migration and Integration 302 
Ivy Lynn Bourgeault

46. Complementary and Alternative Medicine
Sarah Cant

309



vili Key Concepts in Medical Sociology

47. Emotional Labour 316 
Catherine Theodosius

48. Informal Care 323 
Sue Hollinrake

PART 5 HEALTHCARE ORGANIZATION AND POLICY 329

49. Hospitals and Healthcare Organizations 331 
Per Mdseide

50. Privatization 337 
Jonathan Gabe

51. Managerialism 343 
Jonathan Gabe

52. Consumerism 349 
Jonathan Gabe

53. Citizenship and Health 355 
Gareth H. Williams, Patrick Brown, Eva Elliott and Jennie Popay

54. Social Movements and Health 362 
Nick Crossley

55. Medicines Regulation 368
Jonathan Gabe

56. Evaluation 375
Nicholas Mays

57. Malpractice 382
Jonathan Gabe

Index 387


