CONTENTS

CHRONOLOGY OF MILL'S LIFE
PREFACE

NOTES ON THE TEXT

1 Free Thought

1.1 Mill's life and work 2

1.2 Liberalism as free thought 5
1.3 Thinking from within 8

1.4 Religion 11

The Good for Human Beings

2.1 Happiness and self-development 15
2.2 The Greatest Happiness Principle 18
2.3 The liberal ideal 24

2.4 Qualities of happiness 31

2.5 Morality and justice 34

Liberty

3.1 Liberty and popular sovereignty 39
3.2 The Liberty Principle 41

3.3 Spontaneity, conflict, progress 52
3.4 Liberty of thought and discussion 56
3.5 Personal independence 61

vii

1X
X1

xiii

15

39



— Contents —

4 Modemity 65
4.1 Interpreting the modern world 65
4.2 History and character 74
4.3 Marx and Mill on the good for human beings 79
4.4 Democracy 86

5 Reflection 92
5.1 Mill as a late-modern thinker 93
5.2 Culture and democracy 96
5.3 Equality 99
5.4 Mill and liberalism today 103
5.5 What works? What inspires? 106

FURTHER READING 108

INDEX 111

viil



