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Why I wrote this book
A: Getting started

1 Learn children’s names - fast!
2 Keep it personal and encourage aspirations
3 Establish classroom routines
4 Start as you mean to continue

B: Core skills
5 Build positive relationships
6 Watch your language!
7 Set up pair and group work effectively
8 Choose and use activities wisely

C: Classroom management
9 Organisation is key

10 Adopt a positive approach
11 Use praise with care
12 Manage behaviour strategically

D: Lesson planning
13 Plan in sand, not stone!
14 Focus on learning outcomes and success criteria
15 Aim for variety and balance
16 Plan in learning cycles

E: Learning how to learn
17 Integrate the development of learning strategies
18 Encourage active reflection on learning
19 Conduct regular learning reviews
20 Involve and inform parents

F: Storytelling
21 Select suitable stories
22 Make the most of the storytelling process
23 Exploit stories for earning (but don’t spoil the pleasure!)
24 Go beyond stories

G: Playing games
25 Competitive or cooperative?
26 Have games up your sleeve!
27 Use games to practise all skills
28 Minimise the management risks

H: Values education
29 Be aware of your role
30 Focus on values close to the child’s world
31 Use a tool kit of values activities
32 Promote effort and resilience
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I: Songs, rhymes, chants and raps 41
33 Make the most of music (not just songs!) 42
34 Use songs, rhymes, chants and raps for different purposes 43
35 Vary your teaching techniques 44
36 Invent your own songs, raps and chants! 45

J: Working with projects 46
37 Offer children choice 47
38 Remember the 4 Ms! 48
39 Integrate classroom language 49
40 Use projects as the basis of other activities 50

K: Intercultural competence 51
41 Integrate culture appropriately 52
42 Compare and contrast cultures 53
43 Explore culture in the wider world 54
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48 Adapt activities from other areas of the curriculum 60

M: Thinking skills 61
49 Use questions effectively 62
50 Use every opportunity to promote thinking 63
51 Teach ‘thinking language’ 64
52 Use graphic organisers 65

N: Vocabulary 66
53 Move from concrete to abstract 67
54 Recycle frequently 68
55 Develop vocabulary learning strategies 69
56 Don’t over-focus on spelling! 70

O: Life skills 71
57 Promote children’s wellbeing 72
58 Ensure safe and responsible use of technology 73
59 Raise awareness of social justice 74
60 Teach children presentation skills 75

P: Art, craft and design 76
61 Keep it simple! 77
62 Maximise language practice 78
63 Share the delight of home-made books 79
64 Create digital art and design 80

Q: Mime and drama
65 Use mime to support understanding
66 Encourage playfulness and imagination
67 Use role play to explore ideas and issues
68 Make the most of that end-of-term play!
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73 Be creative in small ways 92
74 Explore and play with ideas 93
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