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Abstract

This study is the first economic experiment that tests the economic significance o f the theory
ot psychological reactance (Brehm, 1966). For this purpose, | design an economic experiment
in which subjects are asked to express their valuation of two-choice situations. In one case,
subjects are given absolute freedom, whereas in another, the extent of their freedom of choice
is limited. As the experimental data revealed, subjects’ valuation of free and limited choice
situations did not differ significantly. Thus, in the experiment, the subjects did not display
signs of reactance. In the end, the potential reasons of why the subjects did not exhibit
reactance are discussed. The lessons derived from this study may serve as a future guide for
testing the economic significance ofthe reactance theory.

Abstrakt

Tato studie je prvnim ekonomickym experimentem, ktery testuje ekonomicky vyznam teorie
psychické rcaktance (Brehm, 1966). Za timto U¢elem jsem navrhl ekonomicky experiment, ve
kterém participanti jsou poradani, aby vyjadFili své ocenéni dvou situaci obsahujici rozdilné
volby. V jednom pfipadé, participantim je dana Gplna svoboda, zatimco v druhém je omezen
rozsah svobody jejich volby. Experimentalni data ukazala, Ze ocen&ni participant!) situaci se
svobodnym a omezenym vyb€rem se vyznamné nelisily. Tedy, vdaném experimentu,
participanti nevykazovali zndmky reaktance. V zavéru jsou diskutovany potencialni diivody,
pro¢ participanti nevykazovali znamky reaktance. Poznatky ziskané z této studie mohou slouzit
jako vychodisko pro budouci testovani ekonomického vyznamu teorie reaktance.
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