
Preface

CONTENTS

xin

PART ONE

INTRODUCTION

1. The Problem: Is Thomas Gnostic?.................................... 3
1) The Initial Studies...................................................... 3
2) The Second Wave of Studies...................................... 11
3) Differentiating Thomas from Gnosticism................. 16

a) The Pre-Mundane Fall....................................... 16
b) Theological Dualism......................................... 21

4) Conclusion.................................................................. 24

II. The Solution: Thomas is Mystical.....................................
1) Evidence for First-Century Jewish Mysticism........

a) Mysticism and Apocalypticism.......................
b) Mysticism and Jewish Sectarianism................

i) The Therapeutae........................................
ii) The Qumranites.........................................

c) Mysticism and Philo.........................................
2) Mysticism and Thomas.............................................

PART TWO

ASCENT LORE IN THOMAS: LOGION 50

III. The Triad of Questions in Logion 50 and Mystical
Ascent................................................................................ 43
1) The Catechismal Paradigm...................................... 44
2) Community Dispute................................................... 49
3) Interrogations of the Soul at Death............................ 50
4) Interrogations during Mystical Ascent..................... 55
5) Conclusion.................................................................. 62



X CONTENTS

IV. The Triad of Answers in Logion 50 and Tradition 
History...................................................................... 64
1) From the Light........................................................... 65

a) Light as a Primal Entity....................................... 65
b) The Self-Generated Light................................... 67
c) The Manifestation of Light into Human

Beings.................................................................. 68
d) The Place of the Light........................................ 70

2) The Offspring of the Light......................................... 73
a) Origin and Return............................................... 73
b) The Elect.............................................................. 86

3) Movement and Rest.................................................... 93
4) Conclusion................................................................ 95

PART THREE

VISION MYSTICISM IN THOMAS: LOGIA 15, 83, 59, 27, 37 AND 84

V. The Vision of God or his Kavod.,..................................... 99
1) Logia 15 and 83 and the Kavod................................. 99

a) Etiquette in the Divine Throne Room and
Logion 15............................................................. 99

b) The Hidden Kavod in Logion 83......................... 100
i) Transformation by Fire and Drink in

Logia 82, 108, and 13................................... 105
ii) The Embodied Light in Logion 83............ 115
iii) Knowledge of the Self in Logia 3b, 67, 56,

and 80.......................................................... 117
2) Logion 59 and Ecstatic Vision.................................... 123

. 3) Conclusion................................................................. 125

VI. Preparations for the Visio Dei in Logia 27 and 37............ 126
1) Logion 27 and Purification for the Vision............... 126

a) Past Interpretations of Logion 27......................... 126
b) Understanding the Jewish Mystical Influences

on Logion 27....................................................... 129
(i) Sabbath Observation.................................... 129
(ii) Abstinence From the World and Vision .. 135

2) Logion 37 and Shedding the Body Before Visionary 
Ascent................................................................. 143

3) Conclusion................................................................ 147



CONTENTS Xi

VIL Vision of the Images in Logion 84.................................. 148
1) Past Interpretations of the Images............................... 148
2) The Mythology of Separation and Return............... 157

a) Adam’s Lost Image............................................... 157
b) Return to the Image............................................. 161

(i) Reunification.............................................. 161
(ii) Vision............................................................ 164

3) Conclusion.................................................................. 172

PART FOUR

CONCLUSION

VIII. The Background and Theology of Thomas in Summary 175
1) Thomas’ Background Re-envisioned....................... 175
2) Thomas’ Mystical Soteriology................................... 180

Bibliography.............................................................................. 183
Author Index............................................................................... 200
Logion Index.............................................................................. 204
Name and Subject Index............................................................. 205

X


