
Contents

Tables and Figures vii

About the Contributors xi

Preface xiii

Map of East-Central Europe xiv

Local Democracy: The Challenges of 
Institution-Building 1 
Harald Baldersheim and Michal Illner

2 New Institutions of Local Government: 
A Comparison 23
Harald Baldersheim, Gejza Blaas, 
Tamds M. Horvdth, Michal Illner, 
and Pawel Swianiewicz

3 Political Culture and Citizen Involvement 43
Lawrence Rose, Stanislav Buchta, 
Gyorgy Gajduschek, Miroslaw Grochowski, 
and Ondřej Hubáček

4 Elites and Parties
- The New Local Elites 105
Audun Offerdal, Dan HanSpach, 
Andrzej Kowalczyk, and Jiří Patočka

- The New Local Parties 141 
Pawel Swianiewicz and Terry N. Clark

5 Policies: Privatizing, Defending the
Local Welfare State, or Wishful Thinking? 161
Pawel Swianiewicz, Gejza Blaas, Michal Illner, 
and Gábor Péteri

v



vi Contents

6 Functions of the Executive: Power, 
Leadership, and Management 197

Harald Baldersheim, Beba Bodnárová, 
Tamás M, Horváth, and Zdenka Vajdová

7 Virtuous Circles: Local Democracy 
in a Post-Communist Environment 225

Harald Baldersheim and Michal Illner

Bibliography 241

Index 253


