
Contents
I

1 Introduction 3
1.1 Some history.................................................................................................... 3
1.2 Typography and layout................................................................................. 9
1.3 Text placement and colours.......................................................................... 10

2 powerdot 15
2.1 Document structure....................................................................................... 16
2.2 Parameters..................................................................................................... 20
2.3 Slides.............................................................................................................. 23
2.4 Overlays......................................................................................................... 25
2.5 Navigation....................................................................................................... 31
2.6 Two-column mode......................................................................................... 32
2.7 Verbatim mode................................................................................................ 34
2.8 Videos and animations.................................................................................. 36
2.9 Available space................................................................................................ 37
2.10 Style file.......................................................................................................... 38
2.11 Background picture......................................................................................... 43
2.12 Bibliography................................................................................................... 44
2.13 Notes.............................................................................................................. 46
2.14 Default layouts for powerdot......................................................................... 47

3 Creating custom layouts with powerdot 53
3.1 Definition of a custom document class.......................................................... 53
3.2 Definition of a custom style file....................................................................... 57
3.3 Custom navigation and square logo............................................................... 59
3.4 Further examples............................................................................................ 62

4 beamer 65
4.1 Document structure....................................................................................... 66
4.2 The structure of a presentation...................................................................... 71
4.3 Setting parameters......................................................................................... 73
4.4 The title page.................................................................................................. 76
4.5 Multiple use of slides....................................................................................... 77



Contents

4.6 Overlays....................................................................................................... 78
4.7 Environments from standard ETEX............................................................... 88
4.8 Navigation elements . .. ............................................................................... 90
4.9 Animations, sound and films..................................................................... 91
4.10 Slide transitions........................................................................................... 93
4.11 Text boxes.................................................................................................... 95
4.12 Inserting a logo........................................................................................... 98
4.13 Navigation structure...............................................................................  100
4.14 Multi-column mode.................................................................................... 103
4.15 Hyperlinks.................................................................................................... 104
4.16 Lists.............................................................................................................. 107
4.17 Text styles.................................................................................................... 109
4.18 Verbatim mode............................................................................................. 110
4.19 Including figures........................................................................................... 112
4.20 Templates - the heart of beamer................................................................. 114
4.21 Commands to insert material...................................................................... 124
4.22 Notes............................................................................................................ 125
4.23 Bibliography................................................................................................ 130
4.24 Using two screens......................................................................................... 132
4.25 Output mode................................................................................................ 134
4.26 Tips and tricks............................................................................................. 136
4.27 Default layouts for beamer........................................................................... 139

5 Creating custom layouts with beamer 157
5.1 Defining a custom document class............................................................... 158
5.2 Definition of a custom theme...................................................................... 162
5.3 Additional examples.................................................................................... 165

6 Colours 169
6.1 Colour definition......................................................................................... 171
6.2 Colour specification.................................................................................... 174
6.3 Use of predefined colours - named colours................................................. 175
6.4 The background colour and colours in boxes.............................................. 179
6.5 Determining colour values........................................................................... 180

7 Questions and answers 181
7.1 beamer......................................................................................................... 181
7.2 powerdot....................................................................................................... 182
7.3 ETEX - General.............................................................................................. 182
7.4 Output format.............................................................................................. 184
7.5 PSTricks....................................................................................................... 188

Bibliography 191

Index of commands and concepts 193

People 206


