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This dictionary encompasses the terminology of sedimentary, 
metamorphic and igneous petrology and includes synoptic 
tables in which associated terms are grouped together so that it 
may be used as a thesaurus. The classification of terms by 
subject area in the synoptic tables will enable the reader to 
correlate similar and synonymous terms, and to understand 
their different connotations. In the alphabetical listing, words 
are given a historical and philosophical background, a first or 
early reference is provided and changes in definition or usage 
with time are indicated, which should be of interest to teachers 
and researchers in geology.

The originator of this book, Serge Tomkeieff, died before his 
work could be published. The editors have modified it and 
reduced the volume, but it remains essentially the work of one 
man.
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E. K. Walton obtained his BSc and PhD at the University of 
Durham and then worked in the geology departments of the 
University of Glasgow and the University of Edinburgh. Since 
1968 he has been the Professor of Geology at the University of 
St Andrews. He has also been a visiting professor at the Univer­
sity of Minnesota, the Master of the United College, University 
of St Andrews and the President of the Association of Teachers 
of Geology. His research interests include sedimentology and 
orogenesis, especially the Caledonian.

B. A. O. Randall interrupted his undergraduate studies with four 
years' service in the RAF. In 1948 he became a lecturer in geol­
ogy at Kings' College Durham University, which is now part of 
the University of Newcastle upon Tyne. Since 1961 he has been 
a Senior Lecturer in Geology at the University of Newcastle 
upon Tyne. His research interests include the igneous rocks of 
northeast England and igneous and metamorphic geology of 
northern Norway.

M. H. Battey is a graduate of Auckland University College, New 
Zealand and of Cambridge University, UK. He has worked for 
the New Zealand Geological Survey and the Auckland War 
Memorial Museum, and currently holds the position of Senior 
Lecturer in Geology (Mineralogy and Petrology) at the Univer­
sity of Newcastle upon Tyne. He is the author of Mineralogy for 
Students.
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