
Contents

Acknowledgments viii

1 Introduction: early Daoist ethics and the philosophy
of nature 1

2 Nourishing life, cultivating nature, and environmental
philosophy 24

3 Wuwei, responsive attunement, and generative nature 49

4 Emptying ecology: nothingness, language, and
encountering things 73

5 Early Daoist biopolitics and a new Daoist political
ecology 100

6 Epilogue: emptying ecology and Chan Buddhism 119

Afterword 139
Index 142


