
Contents

List of Contributors vii 
Acknowledgments xi 

Introduction i

C part i ® Historical Perspectives on Jewish Responses to Evolution

Introduction to Part 1 19

1 Anglo-Jewish Responses to Evolution Geoffrey Cantor 23

2 Responses to Evolution by Reform, Conservative, and Reconstructionist 
Rabbis in Twentieth-Century America Marc Swetlitz 47

3 “Practically, I Am a Fundamentalist”: Twentieth-Century Orthodox Jews 
Contend with Evolution and Its Implications Ira Robinson 71

& part 2 ® Social Uses of Evolution: 
Anti-Semitism, Racism, and Zionism

Introduction to Part 2 89

4 The Impact of Social Darwinism on Anti-Semitic Ideology in Germany and 
Austria, 1860-1945 Richard Weikart 93

5 The Evolution of Jewish Identity: Ignaz Zollschan between Jewish and Aryan 
Race Theories, 1910-1945 Paul Weindling 116

6 Zionism, Race, and Eugenics Raphael Falk 137

& part 3 ® Evolution and Contemporary Judaism 

Introduction to Part 3 163

7 Crisis Management via Biblical Interpretation: Fundamentalism, Modern 
Orthodoxy, and Genesis Shai Cherry 166

8 Torah and Madda? Evolution in the Jewish Educational Context 
Rena Seiya 188



9 Modern Orthodoxy and Evolution: The Models of Rabbi J. B. Soloveitchik
and Rabbi A. 1. Kook Carl Feit 208

10 The Order of Creation and the Emerging God: Evolution and Divine Action
in the Natural World Lawrence Troster 225

Suggested Reading 247
Index 251


