
1

CONTENTS

Biographies of Task Force and Author
Table of Cases
Table of National Legislation
Table of International Treaties and Conventions

1. Introduction: Terrorism in International Law

Defining terrorism in international law

The scope of states’ obligations to counter terrorism

Structure

2. Counter-Terrorism in International Humanitarian Law

What is international humanitarian law and when does it apply?

‘Terrorism’ in IHL: a particular context and meaning

Current controversies in IHL and counter-terrorism

Case studies and analysis

Conclusion

3. Counter-terrorism in International Human Rights Law

Introduction

The duty to prevent, investigate, and prosecute terrorist attacks

IHRL and counter-terrorism

Arbitrary deprivation of life

Torture and cruel, inhuman, or degrading treatment or punishment

Enforced disappearances

Arbitrary detention

Unfair trials

Disproportionate interference with civil and political rights

Economic, social, and cultural rights

Counter-terrorism and discrimination

Conclusion

• • • X111
xvii

xxiii
AAV 

1.01

1.18 L •.4 V

1.29

2.01

2.22

2.33

2.68

2.117

3.01

3 11

3.16

3.28

3.54

3.84

3.103

3.134

3.156

3.170

3.180

3.185
xi



Contents

4. Accountability for Terrorist Attacks and for Violations Committed 
in Counter-terrorism

Introduction

Accountability for terrorist attacks

Accountability for violations in counter-terrorism 

Conclusion

4.05

4.50

5. Victims’ Rights to a Remedy and Reparation

Introduction, definitions, and sources 5.01

Reparation for violations of IHL

The right to an effective remedy, to investigation, and compensation 
for violations of IHRL

Reparations in international criminal law

The Basic Principles and Guidelines on the Right to a Remedy
and Reparation

Conclusion

6. Reform: Preventing Terrorism in Accordance with International Law

Introduction 6.01

Preventing terrorist attacks

Preventing violations of IHL in 
counter-terrorism operations

Preventing violations of IHRL in 
counter-terrorism operations

6.03

6.18

6.28

Conclusion 6.42

7. Conclusion and Recommendations

Conclusion 7.01

Recommendations of the I BA Task Force on Terrorism 7.07

Bibliography 
Index

251
259

X11


