
This second edition has the same general purpose as the first edition: to 
provide an integrated review of the basic knowledge and methods which form 
the foundation for advanced study and contributions to developments in the 
understanding of hillslopes.

Since publication of the first edition, not only has knowledge advanced but 
an interdisciplinary approach to much of the research has become increasingly 
common and productive. These developments are reflected in this book by the 
threefold expansion of the bibliography and by the bringing together of the 
approaches and scientific knowledge from the contributing disciplines of 
geology, civil engineering, hydrology, soil science, ecology, and 
geomorphology to produce a comprehensive text which makes possible an 
integrated understanding of hillslopes.

Approximately seventy per cent of the text is new, with many new figures 
and plates, which has enabled Professor Selby to provide a more 
comprehensive introduction than in the first edition to the nature of chemical 
bonding, the properties of mineral particles and fabrics of weak rock, rheology 
of rock and soil, hillslope hydrology, hillslope stratigraphy, and landslide hazard 
investigation.

M.J.Selby is Professor of Earth Sciences and Deputy Vice-Chancellor of the 
University of Waikato in New Zealand and the author of Earth’s Changing 
Surface. He has undertaken field work in Antarctica, the Sahara, Namib Desert, 
Atacama, Andes, Himalayas, Central Australia, and Western Europe as well as 
New Zealand.
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An excellent general text, with many and fresh examples which make it a 
pleasure to read Earth Surface Processes and Landforms

Professor Selby must be congratulated for producing a text which will interest 
all geomorphologists [and] will become a standard text in universities

Geographical Magazine

[Selby’s] discussion of stress and strength throughout the book are some of 
the most readable and understandable presentations of those topics I have 
ever seen Geology

[This book’s] practical slant will prove very attractive Environmental Studies

Author and publisher are to be commended for producing such a well- 
illustrated volume on a topic which, although central to geomorphology, is 
often treated too esoterically Books in the Earth Sciences
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