
CONTENTS

List of Figures vii
List of Tables ix
Preface xi
List of Contributors xiii
List of Abbreviations xix

1 The Feminisation of the Judiciary in the Asia-Pacific:
The Challenges of Formal and Substantive Equality I
MELISSA CROUCH AND NATASHA NAIDU

2 ‘To Join the Bench and Be Decision-Makers’:
Women Judges in Pacific Island Judiciaries 29
ANNA DZIEDZIC

3 Reframing Feminist Imperatives in Adjudication 
through a Reading of Sri Lankan Jurisprudence 66
DINESHA SAMARARATNE

4 Women in the Thai Judiciary: Obstacles
and Challenges 109
SARAH BISHOP

5 The Promise and Paradox of Women Judges in the Judiciary 
in Indonesia 149
MELISSA CROUCH

6 Filipino Women Judges and Their Role in Advancing Judicial 
Independence in the Philippines 178
IMELDA DEINLA

7 One Decade of Female Judges in the Malaysian Shariah
Judiciary: Promises to Keep and Miles to Go 209
KERSTIN STEINER

V



VI CONTENTS

8 Gender on the Bench Matters for Sustainable
Development: Examining Women in the Judiciary of Nepal 
through the Lens of Motility 235
SUBAS P. DHAKAL, SHARADA SHRESTHA AND GAURI DHAKAL

9 Feminising the Indian Judiciary: The Gender Gap and the 
Possibilities of Objectivity 261
SIMASHREE BORA

10 Concluding Remarks 291
ULRIKE SCHULTZ

Index 303


