
In this collection of essays, Kundera examines the work of such important 
and diverse figures as Rabelais, Cervantes, Sterne, Diderot, Flaubert, 
Tolstoy, and Musil. He is especially penetrating on Hermann Broch, and his 
exploration of the world of Kafka’s novels vividly reveals the comic terror of 
Kafka’s bureaucratised universe. Kundera’s discussion of his own work 
includes his views on the role of historical events in fiction, the meaning of 
action, and the creation of character in the post-psychological novel.

The Scottish born actor Graeme Malcolm was brought up in London 
where he found his talent at oration at a young age. Malcolm is an 
accomplished actor on stage and screen, as well as being a popular 
narrator. He has made Broadway appearances in plays such as Equus, 
The Real Thing and the musicals Aida and The King and I. Graeme’s 
most recent television appearance was in Boardwalk Empire and much of 
his career has been devoted to the recording of audiobooks.
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