
AN ENCOMPASSING, SYSTEMATIC AND 
ACCESSIBLE INTRODUCTION TO LEFEBVRE’S 
THEORY OF SPACE AND THE URBAN

‘A comprehensive, philosophically systematic reconstruction of Lefebvre’s philosophy of 

space and a path-breaking contribution to radical urban theory’ — NEIL BRENNER, 

LUCY FLOWER PROFESSOR OF URBAN SOCIOLOGY, UNIVERSITY OF CHICAGO

‘Schmid provides us with a wonderfully lucid guide through the complexity and richness 

of Henri Lefebvre’s oeuvre, shedding powerful new light on Lefebvre’s spatio-historical and 

dialectical theory of society. Without question, it opens up vital new possibilities for a renewal 

of social theory, empirical research and political practice’ — GILLIAN HART, PROFESSOR 

EMERITA OF GEOGRAPHY, UC BERKELEY

‘This carefully translated and strategically updated volume offers the most comprehensive 

reconstruction of Henri Lefebvre’s theory of the production of space available in the English 

language today. Schmid gives us crucial insights about the deeply dynamic and richly 

multidimensional ways in which space is produced’ — STEFAN KIPFER, PROFESSOR OF 

ENVIRONMENTAL AND URBAN CHANGE, YORK UNIVERSITY

‘The most meticulous, comprehensive and lucid interpretation of French Marxist philosopher 

Henri Lefebvres incomparable oeuvre on space, this book is distinguished above all by Schmid’s 

imaginative grasp of Lefebvres dialectical method and communist sensibility, especially in 

exploring spatial mediations of everyday life, state and capital. This book will be essential 

and exhilarating reading for anyone interested in how space is political’ — KANISHKA 

GOONEWARDENA, PROFESSOR OF GEOGRAPHY, UNIVERSITY OF TORONTO

‘Schmid systematically reconstructs Henri Lefebvre’s theory of space production as a general 

theory of the urban society. By expanding the German-language original, this formative volume 

shows both the basis and the outcome of four decades of Schmid’s thinking and studying cities 

with Lefebvre’ — LUKASZ STANEK, PROFESSOR OF ARCHITECTURE, UNIVERSITY

OF MICHIGAN
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