
Contents

Illustrations

F ore word

Preface

ix
• • •

Xlll

XV

1 Introduction, Terminology, and Concepts 1
1.1 Motives for the Study 1
1.2 Aims of the Study 5
1.3 Structure of the Study 6
1.4 Terminology and Definitions 7
1.5 Concepts of Marital Status and Union Status 10
1.6 Modeling Marital Status and Union Status 13
1.7 Measuring Demographic Differentials 17

Notes 19

2 Marital Status: Never Married, Married, Divorced, Widowed 21
2.1 Data on Marital Status 22
2.2 Population Distribution by Marital Status 22
2.3 Demographic Differentials by Marital Status 24

2.3.1 Fertility 25
2.3.2 Mortality 32
2.3.3 Migration 42
2.3.4 Marriage, divorce, and death of spouse 45

2.4 Modeling Marital Status 52
2.4.1 The marital-status projection model 53
2.4.2 The scenario approach to population projection 54

2.5 Population Projections by Marital Status 56
2.6 Socioeconomic Differentials 58

2.6.1 Labor-force participation and income 58
2.6.2 Morbidity and illness 61
2.6.3 Headship rates and households 64
Notes 68



vi Contents

3 Cohabitation 70
3.1 Conceptual Issues 71
3.2 Data on Cohabitation 72
3.3 Alternative Interpretations of Cohabitation 76

3.3.1 Deviant phenomenon or social institution 76
3.3.2 The role of cohabitation 77
3.3.3 Commitment in consensual and marital unions 79

3.4 Cohabitation and Changes in Gender Roles 81
3.5 Legislation and Policy 84

3.5.1 Changes in legislation, gender roles, and behavior 84
3.5.2 Legal requirements 86
3.5.3 Some alternative approaches to cohabitation law 87
3.5.4 Cohabitation law in Europe in the 1980s 93

3.6 A Typology of Cohabitation 97
3.6.1 Existing typologies 97
3.6.2 A new typology 101
3.6.3 Summary of the new typology 107

3.7 Expected Future Developments 111
Notes 113

4 Union Status: Cohabiting, Married, Single 115
4.1 Data on Union Status 116
4.2 Population Distribution by Union Status 118

4.2.1 The 1989 marriage peak 118
4.2.2 Population structures from 1975 to 1990 121

4.3 Demographic Differentials by Union Status 126
4.3.1 Fertility 126
4.3.2 Mortality 134
4.3.3 Couple formation 139
4.3.4 Couple dissolution 143

4.4 Modeling Union Status 148
4.4.1 The union-status projection model 148
4.4.2 The extended union-status projection model 151

4.5 Population Projections by Union Status 151
4.5.1 Scenario assumptions 152
4.5.2 Scenario results 154
4.5.3 Period versus cohort perspective 159
Notes 163



Contents vii

5 The Future of Marital Status and Union Status 165
5.1 Marital Status Versus Union Status 165

5.1.1 Status-specific analysis 165
5.1.2 Status-specific models and projections 172

5.2 Challenges for the Future 175
5.2.1 Refined data estimation 176
5.2.2 A new registration system 178

5.3 Concluding Remarks 181
Notes 183

Appendix 1: The Gini Coefficient as a Measure of Equality 185

Appendix 2: The Parity-specific Period Fertility Table 186

References 189

Author Index 197

Country Index 199

Subject Index 202


