
C ontents

List of figures vii
List of tables viii 
List of contributors ix

1 Introduction: setting the scene 1 
Simona Kukovic and Petr Just

2 Political elites, leadership, and the rise of populism 10 
Matevz Tomsic

3 Right-wing populism in Austrian politics: traditional and 
recent aspects 24
Karin Liebhart

4 Explaining the rise of populist parties in the 2013 and 
2017 Czech parliamentary elections: economic grievances 
and political protest? 39
Petr Bláha, Jakub Charvát and Pavel Maškarinec

5 A few populist statements don’t make a populist? The 
issue of corruption in (non-)populist communication of 
Czech president Miloš Zeman 53
Vladimir Nax er a

6 Re-nationalization or de-Europeanization? Collective 
identities and identity politics in contemporary Hungary 67 
Boglárka Koller

7 Comparative nationalism and populism: Hungary and 
Romania as a case study 83
Zoltán Vor ôs and Zoltán Brett er

8 Populist political leadership and political parties in Lithuania 99 
Ingrida Unikaitè-Jakuntavičiené

9 Fear detenninants of populism in Poland: voters’ perspective 115 
Agnieszka Tur ska-Kawa

v



vi The rise of populism in Central and Eastern Europe

10 Nationalism and populism in Poland: new threats, old fears 128 
Agnieszka Kasinska-Metryka and Rafal Dudala

11 Populism in the context of the radicalization of society
in CECs: a case study of populist elements in the social 
media communication of Slovak political actors 144
Jaroslav Usiak and Petra Jankovská

12 Toward exclusion or inclusion? Acceptance and 
perception of national populist parties in Slovakia: the
case study of the Kotlebists - People’s party our Slovakia (ESNS) 160 
Petr Just

13 The secret of success: Slovenian populist political parties 173
Simona Kukovic

14 Anti-modem and anti-liberal narratives from the 
pre-communist past as the source of the contemporary
populist and illiberal agenda in Central Europe 186
Ladislav Cabada

15 Conclusion: populism from the periphery to the mainstream 202 
Miro Háček

Index 209


