
CONTENTS

Preface: “A Mere Machine” ix

1. The Supreme Court, Congress, and American Democracy 1

2. The Supreme Court, the Elected Branches, and the 
Constitution 35

3. Estimating the Effect of Elected Branch Preferences on 
Supreme Court Judgments 77

4. The Puzzle of the Two Rehnquist Courts 107

5. Explaining the Puzzle of the Two Rehnquist Courts 141

6. Elected Branch Preferences, Public Opinion, or 
Socioeconomic Trends? 191

7. Restoring the Court’s Missing Docket 223



8. Misreading the Roberts Court 249

9. What’s So Great About Independent Courts, Anyway? 264

Notes 297

Index 351


