
Contents

List of Figure and Tables 
List of Abbreviations

1. The TRIPS Implementation Game: A Fight for Ideas
1.1. An Introduction to the Politics of IP and TRIPS
1.2. Variation in TRIPS Implementation
1.3. Existing Literature and Popular Narratives
1.4. Explaining Variation in TRIPS Implementation
1.5. Why This Book Matters
1.6. Methods and Sources -
1.7. Scope

2. Developing Countries in the Global IP System
2.1. The Colonial Era: Variation and External Control
2.2. The Post-colonial Era: Reform and Resistance
2.3. The Counteroffensive for Stronger IP Protection
2.4. Implementation Amidst Contestation

3. Variation in TRIPS Implementation (1995-2007)
3.1. The TRIPS Outcome
3.2. Variation in the Timing of TRIPS Implementation
3.3. Variation in IP Standards and Use of TRIPS Flexibilities
3.4. A Typology of Variation
3.5. An Economic Explanation?
3.6. The Case for Political Analysis

4. Post-TRIPS Tensions and Global IP Debates
4.1. The Push for TRIPS-Plus
4.2. The Resurgence of Developing Country Confidence
4.3. Growing Complexity in the Global IP System
4.4. Expanding Teams of Players
4.5. Conclusion

5. International Pressures on Developing Countries
5.1. Economic Pressure

xi
Xlll

150
151

IX



Contents

5.2. Resistance and Retaliation 164
5.3. Ideational Power 167
5.4. Capacity-building 180
5.5. Conclusion 186

6. The Developing Country Dimension: How National
Politics Mattered 196
6.1. Government Capacity on IP Decision-Making 197
6.2. Public Engagement 205
6.3. Government Coordination 211
6.4. Mini Studies of Variation 220
6.5. Conclusion 232

7. TRIPS Implementation in Francophone Africa 240
7.1. IP Reforms in the Poorest Countries: Expectations and Reality 243
7.2. From Colonization to the Revised Bangui Agreement 245
7.3. The Revised Bangui Agreement 252
7.4. The Bangui Revision Process 260
7.5. Capacity-building and Delegation in a Policymaking Vacuum 278
7.6. Conclusion . 286

8. The Implementation Game and the Variation Puzzle 303
8.1. Global IP Politics 304
8.2. International Pressures 305
8.3. The National Dimension 309
8.4. Further Findings on Variation 315
8.5. Developing Countries in Evolving Global IP Debates 316
8.6. A Development-Oriented IP Agenda 320

Appendices
1. Selection of interviews 325
2. Timeline of international IP agreements 330
3. Examples of increase in IP standards in developing country 

WTO members from 1988 to 2007 331
4. Variation in use of copyright flexibilities by selected 

developing country WTO members in the Asia-Pacific 333
5. Examples of developing countries with bilateral agreements

that include IP provisions 335
6. Variation in TRIPS-plus provisions of selected U.S. FTAs 338
7. U.S. Special 301 pressure on developing country WTO

members and WTO disputes filed (1995-2007) 341

Bibliography 343
Index 396

x


