
List of Abbreviations and Terms xi

Preface - , xvii

PART ONE: WASHINGTON

1 The Beginning of an Era 3

2 "... if China goes under ..."
Roosevelt-Churchill-Chiang, 7
Enter Stilwell, 9
Exit Stilwell, Enter Wedemeyer, 13
Modern Babylon, 14

3 Indochina: Pressure Point 
FDR and Colonialism, 17 
The French Position, 18 
Tug of War, 19

4 The Unintelligible Intelligence Community

5 OSS: The French Indochina Desk
Policy: Get the Job Done, 28 
French Escamotage Casts Shadows, 30 
From Catroux to Decoux, 32 
“Call to Arms”—de Gaulle, 33 
Giraudistes and Gaullistes, 34
Mordant’s “Résistance”, 36
Japanese Reaction, 39

v



vi CONTENTS

6 The Americans Discover Ho Chi Minh
GBT: The Gordon Group, 43
The Case of “Mr. Ho", 45
OSS and “Mr. Ho", 49
Ho Seeks Official Recognition, 53
Ho Meets Chennault, 55

PART TWO: KUNMING

43

7 What Washington Did Not Know 
Chaos, 61
What about “Mr. Ho"?, 67 
“General“ Ho’s Emissary, 68

61

8 The New French Problem 
The 9 March Coup, 72 
Changing Images, 75

9 A Tour of the China Border
Disarray, 79
AGAS House, 81
Mr. Wang Yeh-li, 82
A Village Teahouse, 83
Sabattier’s Army, 88
A Portrait of the Colon, 90
The Free French Dig In, 93

72

79

10 A "Think Tank” Session
The OSS Team, 96
CARBONADO, 98
De Gaulle and the Russian Orbit, 101
Ho’s First Report, 102

96

11 1 he Reluctant Ally
Euro-Asiatic Conflict, 103
A Quid Pro Quo Arrangement, 104
Trial Run, 105
The French Stage a Sit-Down Strike, 107
Sainteny's M.S, 108
M.S Gets Official Status, 109
A Case of Legerdemain, 112

103

12 “Trusteeship” Redefined
De Gaulle Pressures Truman, 116
What Happened at Yalta?118

116



Contents vii

13

No Change, Says Truman, 119
The Big Four Become Five, 121

The “Deer Team at Kim Lung
The Only Alternative—the Viet Minh, 125
Ho’s Jungle Lair, 127

124

14 Historic Decisions
Decision at Potsdam—16th Parallel, 130
A Third Force in Tonkin, 131
The Party Convention at Tan Trao, 134
The People’s National Congress, 135

130

15 Unscheduled Peace
A Veritable Pandora’s Box, 137
The Mercy Teams, 141
Self-appointed Delegate, 141
A Slight Delay Due to Rain, 144

PART THREE: HANOI

137

16 Uninvited Guests
Flight to Hanoi,151
Off to a Rocky Start, 153
Hotel Metropole, 156
General Yuitsu Tsuchihashi, 158

17 Our Second Day in Hanoi
First Impressions, 161
How Hanoi Led the Insurrection, 163
Rumors of an Abdication, 168

151

161

18 Calls and Callers
Sainteny in “the Golden Cage“, 171
The Prisoners-of-War, 173
The Soviet Representative, 178

19 The Tale of Two Cities
A Press Conference, 182
The Saigon “Revolution“, 183
The Mandate from Heaven, 188
“City of Ho Chi Minh”, 189
Ho Is in Hanoi, 189
Political Warfare, 190
Who Is Imai?, 194

171

182



• • •
V111 CONTENTS

20 A Busy Sunday
An Official Welcome, 196
Seeing Ho Again, 199
Undercurrents, 203
Sainteny Wants to Meet Ho, 205

196

21 French Diplomacy at Low Tide
Two Angatonists Meet, 207
A French Bribe for the Americans, 210

207

22 Moving toward Surrender
The Japanese Summoned to China, 212
Chungking Prepares to Settle Accounts, 216

23 Conversations
Ho Looks Ahead, 220
Paris Ignores Sainteny, 224

24 Puzzles
A Tempest in a Teapot, 228
A Message for Mr. Truman, 230
A Message for “Mr. Tam”, 234

212

220

228

25 On the Eve of Independence
Between Scylla and Charybdis, 237
A Special Brand of Communism, 240
Dinner at Bac Bo Palace. 243

237

26 Independence Day
“Do you hear me distinctly . . . ?”, 248
Black Sunday in Saigon, 253

248

27 Aftermath to Black Sunday
Speculations, 256
The French Commissioners, 260
Lu Han’s Advance Party, 260
Mounting Tension, 261

256

28 In Search of the Truman Policy 
Anxious Mood in China, 264 
Skirting the Issues, 266 
Project EMBANKMENT, 270

264



Contents ix

29 No One’s Listening
Too Busy To Be Bothered, 274
Saigon—the American Version, 275
Facts for Wedemeyer, 277
Postwar Plans for OSS, 280

274

30 Warlords and Carpetbaggers
Chinese Chameleons, 281

281

Some French Liberals, 282
A Squatters’ Army, 284
Hsiao Wen: The KMT Agent, 287
Lu Han and the Spoilers, 290

31 DRV: Postpartum Problems
Ho Forges Ahead, 294
Advocate of Passive Resistance, 297
Southern Opposition, 299
Japanese Clandestine Apparatus, 301

294

32 South of the 16th Parallel
"The Very Model of a Modern Major-Gineral”, 307
The Road to Martial Law, 310
Cedile’s Coup, 315
Counterattack, 318
First American Casualty, 320
“Cochinchina Is Burning“, 322

33 Contrasting Scenes
Bending the Truth, 328
“Like a Flea on a Dog“, 330
Funds for Guns, 337
Why Were the French Excluded?, 339
Tilting—Lu Han vs. the KMT, 341
An Arid Exchange, 343
Unacceptable Credentials, 344
A Tacit Agreement, 346
Ho’s Contingency Plans, 347
Hanoi—Tangiers of the East, 351
Tilting Again—Lu Han vs. the KMT, 353

326

34 End of Mission
Putting Out Brush Fires, 356
Ho Takes Hold, 358
The Japanese Surrender, 360

356



X CONTENTS

Merger in the Making, 362
Confusion from the Media, 363
Going Home, 364

35 A Last Farewell 366

PART FOUR: AFTERMATH

36 America’s Albatross 377

Appendix I, Chronology 451

Appendix II, Biographical Briefs 475

Appendix III. Political Parties 498

Charts of Communist Organizations 535

Notes 539

Bibliography 571

Index 577


