
Contents

Foreword xi
Richard H. Ullman

Preface xv
Dave R. Palmer

Acknowledgments xvii

I Vietnam in the Context of U.S. Security Policy
Since World War II 1

Prologue: Assessing the Impact of Vietnam: Dangerous and
Necessary 3
George K. Osborn

1. Great Events and U.S. Politics 7
Ernest R. May

2. Containment in Asia: The Road to Vietnam 13 
Norman A. Graebner

3. The United States and the Use of Force: A Historical 
Summary 31 
Philip D. Zelikow

II Did Vietnam Make a Difference? Policymaking 83

4. The Executive Office of the President 85 
Louis W. Koenig

5. Domesticating Foreign Policy: Congress and 
the Vietnam War 105 
Wallace Earl Walker



viii • Democracy, Strategy, and Vietnam

6. Vietnam and the U.S. Army: Learning to Cope with
Failure 121
John P. Lovell

7. The Vietnam Experience and the Intelligence 
Community 155 
John M. Oseth

8. The Media 179
Charles Mohr

9. The Vietnam War and Higher Education 187
Vincent Davis

III Did Vietnam Make a Difference? The Use of Force 203

10. The Relative Importance of Force 205
William P. Bundy

11. Force Planning and Vietnam 235
William W. Kaufmann

12. The Legacy of Vietnam for the U.S. Military 249
William J. Taylor, Jr., and David H. Petraeus

13. Past as Prologue: Counterinsurgency and the U.S. Army’s 
Vietnam Experience in Force Structuring and Doctrine 269 
Andrew F. Krepinevich, Jr.

IV The Consequences of Vietnam for
U.S. Foreign Policy 285

14. Whither U.S. Foreign Policy? The Place of Vietnam in the
Pattern of Containment 287
Robert E. Osgood

15. Vietnam and the Mellowing of Containment: Implications 
for U.S. Foreign Policy Attitudes 297
John E. Mueller

16. The Long-Term Significance of the Vietnam Experience 311 
Robert W. Komer



Contents • ix

V Conclusions 317

17. Did Vietnam Make a Difference? No! Conclusions 
and Implications 319
Asa A. Clark IV, Daniel J. Kaufman, George K. Osborn, 
and Douglas E. Lute

Index 351

About the Contributors 371

About the Editors 375


