
Authors Note

Foreword, by Grace Paley • • • 
X111

Book l: Ban Long Village 
Mekong Delta 
Southern Viet Nam

I

II

III

IV

V

VI

VII

VIII

IX

X

Arrested

Wandering Souls

A House by the River

Sparks of Gold

Brushfire

Shadows and Smoke

Heartache

Demise of the Snake 

Debut of the Horse 

Friendship Bridge

3

14

32

44

58

71

79

91

106

121

XI Rescued

XII 9

Book II: Khanh Phu Village 
Red River Delta 
Northern Viet Nam

135

the Wall 144



XU CONTENTS

XIII

XIV

XV

XVI

XVII

XVIII

XIX

XX

Soundings

In Motion

Demise of the Dragon

Debut of the Snake

A Blade of Rice

A Bowl of Rice

Leaving the Bicycle Age

Dew’s Glint

154

163

176

188

199

213

225

234

XXI

XXII

XXIII

XXIV

Book HI: Ha Noi
Viet Nam's Largest Village

At Home by the Red River

Toasts and Tea

The House on Lotus Pond

Nothing Is Born, Nothing Dies

245

257

264

273

Epilogue

XXV At Rest

Description of Terms

Outline of Vietnamese History

Acknowledgments

281

293

298

303


