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and colonialism create the conditions for a revolution. The early Communist 
Party in My Tho is comprised of two groups that coexist uneasily; one is a 
coalition of anti-colonial rural elites drawn by patriotism and the other is the 
poor peasants driven by both patriotism and poverty. 16

4. Revolution—The August 1945 revolution and its consequences in My Tho, 
where, as in the rest of the country, the Viet Minh, controlled by the Communist 
Party, emerges as the strongest force in the greatest political upheaval in 
Vietnam’s history. Within the Communist Party’s own ranks, the Southern-based 
Vanguard group comprised of intellectuals and rural elites is displaced in the 
leadership of My Tho’s Resistance forces by the Liberation group, comprised 
mainly of poor peasants and more responsive to the national Party leadership 
based in North Vietnam. 41

5. Resistance—The 1946-54 struggle against the French reconquest. A powerful 
patriotic anti-colonial sentiment sustains the revolution through nine years of 
protracted struggle. Acting in the name of nationalism, the Viet Minh pursue 
the goal of independence, enlisting broad popular participation but ruling the 
villages with an iron hand. The French manage temporarily to “pacify” the 
Mekong Delta by allying with the religious sect forces of the Cao Dai and Hoa 
Hao. This anticommunist coalition fell apart as a result of conflicts of interest 
and a collapse of the French position in other areas of Vietnam. A rapid recov­
ery in 1953-54 from the near-total suppression of the revolutionary movement 
in My Tho and the Mekong Delta in 1951-52 prefigures a similar resurgence 
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