
TOILETS
AND CHAMBER POTS: HISTORY AND CONTEXTS

ONTENTS• I V I L. VI
PART I. - The History and Development of Toilets (Renáta Sedláčková)

Foreword 8
• • Where and When the Idea for This Book Originated   9 

A History of Toilets............................................................................................................12
• • Mesopotamia from 4000 BCE..................................................................................................13
• • Egypt from 3150 BCE 14 

Skara Brae, Scotland 3100-2450 BCE 16
• India from 2800 BCE 16

Minoan Culture 2700-1100 BCE 18
Greece from 2000 BCE 18

'•• Ancient Rome 753 BCE-476 CE.........................................................................................................20
• • Imperial China from 206 BCE 24
• The Middle Ages 500-1500 25
• The Renaissance 1500-1620 30

Baroque and Rococo 1610-1750 33
• Classicism and the Industrial Revolution: 18th-19th Centuries ..............................................................36
• • The Development and Spread of Technology: 20th Century ..............................................................46
• • The Present and a Look Toward the Future: 21st Century ................................................... 59

Conclusion,Acknowledgments..................................................................................... 69

,

Zeulenpei

5



TOILETS
AND CHAMBER POTS: HISTORY AND CONTEXTS -----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

PART II. A Selection of Exhibits from the Museum’s Collection -
Chamber Pots, Bedpans, Urinals, and Toilets (Renáta Sedláčková and Jan Sedláček)

• Chamber Pots 70
• Chamber Pots Made for Eminent Persons . . ....... .............. 70

• • Porcelain and Ceramic Chamber Pots..................................................  75
• • Metal Chamber Pots...................................................................................... 88
• • Enameled Metal Chamber Pots ........................................................ 91
• • Glass Chamber Pots .................      93

Commercial Chamber Pots - for Hotels, Buildings, and Ships 94
• Chamber Pots for Celebrations, with Multiple Handles, with Music Boxes 96

• • Wedding Chamber Pots   100
• ■ Chamber Pots for Boys 104
• • Plastic Chamber Pots ..........................  105

• Bedpans 106
• Portable Urinals - Bourdaloues, for Women, for Men . ....................108

• Toilets 114
• • Urinals 114
• • Squat Toilets ................ . .. ... ......................................................................................... 116
• • Travel and Portable Toilets ................................  |........................118
• < Night Tables and Commodes . ........ 126
• • Children's Toilets..............................  128

• Water Closets, Their Components and Trappings 130

PART III. Human Waste in History, Religion, and Law, and the 
Influence of Water Pollution on Human Populations (Jan Sedláček)

Foreword 137

Defining Human Waste..............................................................................................140
• • Definitions and Characteristics .............................................................................................................. 140

Sewage Management Practices in Developed Countries 142
• • Modern Technology, Sewer Systems .......................................................................................................142
• • Sewage: Ownership and Responsibility .............................. 142

• Statistical Data, The Causes and Occurrence of Epidemics 143
• • The History of Pandemics and Their Origins............................................................. 144

■ Faith, Religion, and Hygiene .................................  146

The Causes of the Defecation Taboo in Religion.............. .....................   146
• • Christianity 146
• • Islam 147
• • Buddhism, Hinduism, Judaism ................................. . . .... 148
• • Personal Hygiene........................      149



I TOILETS
AND CHAMBER POTS: HISTORY AND CONTEXTS

Defecation and Urination in the Arts  151
• ■ Literature 151
• • Painting 153

* • • Sculpture ........................................................................................... 155
• Architecture 157
» Conceptual Art .................................................................................................................................. 157

< Waste Management in Law and Legislation  158
The Historical Absence of Legal Regulations for the Disposal of Excrement ......158

• Current Legal Status 162
Czech Law - 162

• Real Future Threats ............................................................................................... 164
• 1 Looking for Water in Space, Water as the Basis of Life................................. ................165 

Risks Related to the Occurrence of Modern Substances in Excrement and Their Presence 
in Wastewater and the Aquatic Environment....  165

• • Medications  165
• • Recreational Drugs 167
• Hormones 167
• • Genetically Modified Plants .........................................................................................................167

Nutritional Supplements........................................................................................................................ 168
• < Studies on the Risks of Residues and Metabolites ....................................................................168
• • Attention to Water and Waste Management from International Organizations 169
• • Current Reflections in Relation to the COVID-19 Pandemic........................... 170

Reflections and Recommendations............................................................................ 172

Conclusion 172

PART IV. Curiosities, Contests, Charity (Renáta Sedláčková and Jan Sedláček) 

Foreword 173
A Selection of Exhibits from the Museum's Collection.............................................173

Hygiene ............................................................ 173
• • Curiosities 181

Stories and Photographs from the Museum's Contests .............................................193

“Artwork on a Chamber Pot” for the Museum’s Charity Events ...............................200
Afterword................................................................................................................... 202

• Awards Received ....................................................  203
References and Sources.............................................................................................. 204
Acknowledgments................... 207
About the Authors 208

7


