
Contents

1Introduction.......................................................................................................... I
1.1 Methodology................................................................................................9
References........................................................................................................... 15

2 Contemporary Approaches in the Philosophy of Human Rights .... 17
2.1 Alan Gewirth’s Dialectically Necessary Approach..................................20
2.2 James Griffin's Normative Agency Approach......................................... 22
2.3 Martha Nussbaum's Capabilities Approach.............................................26
2.4 David Miller’s and Massimo Renzo’s Human Needs Approach ... 30
2.5 Marek Piechowiak’s Classical Philosophy Approach..............................32
2.6 Political Approach..................................................................................... 35
2.7 Towards Contemporary Analytic Metaphysics........................................43
References...........................................................................................................46

3 Entities in Philosophy of Human Rights....................................................... 49
3.1 Human Rights............................................................................................49

3.1.1 Human Rights as Entities and Moral Facts ..................................55
3.2 Human Dignity.......................................................................................... 58

3.2.1 Classical and Christian Approach to Human Dignity ................. 63
3.2.2 Kantian and Kantian-Analytic Approach to Human

Dignity...........................................................................................65
3.2.3 What Kind of Metaphysical Entity Is Human Dignity?.... 70

3.3 Human Nature........................................................................................... 73
3.3.1 Human Nature as a Set of Necessary/Essential

Properties.......................................................................................74
3.3.2 Human Nature as an Ideal or Pattern........................................... 78
3.3.3 Human Nature as a Statistically Dominant Tendency.......... 82
3.3.4 Conclusions................................................................................... 93

References........................................................................................................... 95

v



VI Contents

4 Contemporary Analytic Metaphysics............................................................. 99
4.1 Naturalisation.......................................................................................... 100
4.2 Moral Naturalism and Autonomy of Ethics...........................................104
4.3 Relational Metaphysics (Theory of Grounding).......................... 109
4.4 Reduction Account: Ontological Naturalism.........................................113
References......................................................................................................... 116

5 Supervenience Account................................................................................... 119
5.1 Supervenience......................................................................................... 119
5.2 Supervenience Between Human Rights, Human Dignity

and Human Nature...................................................................................122
5.3 Supervenience of (Universal) Human Rights........................................ 123
5.4 Supervenience of Particular Human Rights...........................................125
5.5 Supervenience of Human Dignity..........................................................128
5.6 Consequences of the Supervenience Account....................................... 131
5.7 Conclusions............................................................................................. 135
References......................................................................................................... 137

6 Metaphysical Grounding Account................................................................ 139
6.1 Metaphysical Grounding.......................................................................... 139

6.1.1 Why Does the Grounding Hold?................................................ 143
6.1.2 Metaphysical Grounding in the Positivist Theory

of Law..........................................................................................145
6.2 Metaphysical Grounding Between Human Rights, Human

Dignity and Human Nature 147
6.3 Grounding of Particular Human Rights..................................................148
6.4 Grounding of Universal Human Rights..................................................156
6.5 Grounding of Human Dignity.................................................................158

6.5.1 How Human Dignity Can Be Grounded in Human
Nature?.........................................................................................161

6.6 Consequences of the Grounding Account.............................................. 172
6.7 Conclusions..............................................................................................179
References..........................................................................................................180

7 Problems, Objections and Consequences.................................................... 183
7.1 Explanation, Justification, Understanding ...............................................183

7.1.1 Explanation..................................................................................184
7.1.2 Justification........................................................................ 189
7.1.3 Justification of Human Rights by Their Metaphysical

Explanation..................................................................................190
7.1.4 Understanding..............................................................................190

7.2 Objection of Essentialism and Foundationalism.....................................192
7.3 A Worse Part of Our Nature....................................................................197
7.4 The Problem of Psychopaths and Sociopaths.........................................201
7.5 How Does My Approach Help to Reject the Objection 

of Western Ethnocentrism?............................................................203



Contents vu

7.6 Theoretical and Methodological Consequences.................................... 209
References.........................................................................................................213

Q Summary 217
References.........................................................................................................221

i


