
Contents

Contributors ix

Introduction:

i An introduction to ethical models 3
Andrew Lawson

ii Evolution of health care law 17
Margaret Branthwaite

Part A Issues of competence and autonomy

1 Consent for intensive care: Public and political expectations 
vs. conceptual and practical hurdles 33
M D Dominic Bell

2 Adults who lack capacity to consent 55
Daniele C Bryden

3 The best interest of babies and children 69 
Christopher Newdick and Christopher Danbury

Part B Issues between doctor and patient

4 Taking it or leaving it: Demanding and refusing 
medical treatment in intensive care 91
Sheila A M McLean and Derek Morgan

5 Dying to know: Legal and ethical issues surrounding death 
and do not resuscitate orders 115.
Hazel Biggs

6 Diagnosing death 135
Andrew Lawson

7 Ethics and law in critical care: Research in intensive care 145 
Thomas E Woodcock



1a ■

VIII CONTENTS

Part C Management-focused issues

8 NHS governance of critical care 171 
David Pittaway QC and Nicholas A Peacock

9 Reverse triage? Managing scarce resources in 
intensive care 191
Christopher Newdick and Christopher Danbury

10 Doing what’s best: Organ donation and 
intensive care 213
John Coggon +

11 Conflicts of interest 233
Carl Waldmann, Neil Soni, and Andrew Lawson

Index 251


