
“This book is an excellent introduction to the increasingly relevant challenge of climate 
adaptation. A strength is that it explains the complexity of adaptation in a very clear and 
accessible way. It addresses challenges in wealthier, industrialized countries as well as 
the specifics of developing countries, based on the authors experience in both contexts. 
Because of its clarity in writing, its governance focus, and its comprehensive yet intro
ductory character, this book can guide researchers, policy makers, and civil society actors 
alike toward exploring this ever-expanding field.”

Hans Bruyninckx, executive director of the 
European Environment Agency

“In this primer, Lisa Dale charts a clear and accessible pathway through the most pertinent 
questions of climate change adaptation. She provides a comprehensive overview of the 
strategies and solutions that are available to deal with the consequences of a heating plan
et in key policy sectors. Essential reading for times of growing uncertainty in our natural 
as well as institutional environments.”

Gernot Laganda, chief of climate and disaster risk reduction programs, 
UN World Food PROGRAMME

“Dale has written a comprehensive and accessible guide to climate adaptation. This book 
presents a systematic account of the strengths and limitations of various adaptation strat
egies, from disaster risk reduction and large-scale infrastructure to climate smart’ agri 
culture. It emphasizes the vital importance of addressing equity and justice in a world 
where those least responsible for past emissions often bear the brunt of our collective 
failure in climate mitigation.”

Alex de ShERBININ, ASSOCIATE DIRECTOR AND SENIOR RESEARCH SCIENTIST, 

Center for International Earth Science Information Network, 
The Earth Institute

Lisa Dale is a lecturer in the undergraduate program in sustainable development at 
Columbia University’s Earth Institute. Her expertise extends from wildfire policy in 
the American West to the effects of climate adaptation policies on smallholder farmers 
in rural sub-Saharan Africa.
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