
Contents

1. Prologue 1
1.1 Matters of Life and Death 2
1.2 Distinctions and Definitions 15
1.3 Ethics and Law 20
1.4 Last Words 21

Part I. Ethics
2. Consent and Refusal 27

2.1 The Doctrine of Informed Consent 27
2.2 Refusal of Life-Sustaining Treatment 35
2.3 Treatment Refusal and Suicide 40
2.4 Last Words 46

3. Indirect Death 48
3.1 Relieving Suffering and Causing Death 48
3.2 The Doctrine of Double Effect 56
3.3 Last Words 71

4. Death by Request 73
4.1 Suicide and the Sanctity of Lif e 74
4.2 The Ethics of Assisted Death 84
4.3 The Doctrine of Doing and Allowing 9 1
4.4 Last Words 99

5. Deciding for Others 101
5.1 The Formerly Competent 102
5.2 The Never Competent 117
5.3 Last Words 126

Part II. Law
6. The Legal Landscape 131

6.1 Prohibition 131
6.2 Regulation 149
6.3 Last Words 163

7. From Prohibition to Regulation | 165
7.1 The Case for Law Reform 166
7.2 A Model Policy 1 69
7.3 The Slippery Slope 174



xii CONTENTS

7.4 Protecting the Vulnerable
7.5 Q& A
7.6 Last Words

8. Epilogue
8.1 A Summary of the Argument
8.2 The Way Forward
8.3 Last Words

Cases Cited 
References 
Index

178
189
203

205
205
209
214

215
217
233


