
C h ris tian  a rch e o lo g y

T H E  TAB LE O F  C O N T E N T S

INTRODUCTION 7
1. NOTION, M EANING , M ETHO D  A ND  SOURCES OF CHRISTIAN ARCHEOLOGY 9

1.1 The notion o f  archeology 9
1. 2 Division o f  archeology: classical, b ib lica l and  Christian archeology 10
1. 3 Methods o f Christian archeology 11
1. 4 Sources o f  Christian archeology 12

1 .5  Meaning o f Christian archeology 12
2. HISTORY OF RESEARCH IN CHRISTIAN ARCHEOLOGY 14

2 .1 St. Philip Neri (1515 -1 5 9 5 ) 14
2. 2 Onofrius Panvinius (1529 -1 5 6 8 ) 14
2. 3 Caesarius Baronius (1538 -1 6 0 7 ) 15
2. 4 Columbus o f  the catacombs -  A n ton io  Bossio (1 5 7 6 -1 6 2 9 ) 15
2. 5 Situation a fte r the death o f  Bossio
2. 6 Marco Antonio  B o lde tti (1663 - 1 7 4 9 )  and G iovanni

16

M arangoni (1675 -1 7 5 3 ) 16
2. 7 Giovanni Gaetano B o tta ri (1689 -1 7 7 5 )
2. 8 Giuseppe M archi, SJ (1795 -1 8 6 0 )  -  the teacher and guard ian

17

o f the Roman catacombs 
2. 9 Giovanni Battista de Rossi (1822 - 1 8 9 4 )  -  the  fa th e r

18

o f Christian archeology 18
2 .10  Other im portan t Christian archeologists 20
2.11 Popes o f  the 20 th century and th e ir  re la tion  to  Christian archeology 20
2 .11 .1  Pius XI. (1 8 5 7 -1 9 3 9 ) 20
2.11. 2 Pius XII. (1 8 7 6 -1 9 5 8 ) 21
2 .12 Christian archeology in  the  w orld 21

3. ANCIENT ROME -  CRADLE OF CHRISTIAN ARCHEOLOGY 23
3.1 Topographical s itua tion  o f  Rome 23
3. 2 Beginnings o f  Rome 23
3. 3 Royal Rome 24
3. 4 Rome as republic 25
3. 5 Flourishing and crisis o f  the  Roman republic 26
3. 6 Imperial Rome 31

3. 6 .1  Augustus and his build ing policy 33
3. 6. 2 Rome o f Augustus 33
3. 6. 3 Julian-Claudian dynasty 35
3. 6 .4  The era o f  Flavians 36
3. 6. 5 The climax o f early em pire 36
3. 7 Fall and the end o f  the Roman Empire 37

4. RELIGIOSITY OF THE R O M A N  EMPIRE 39
4.1 Religious ideas o f Romans 39
4. 2 Characteristics o f  the Roman re lig ion  and  cu lt 40
4. 3 Roman conquering policy, new  deities 41
4. 4 The cu lt o f  the em peror in Rome 42



,т&  C h ris tian  a rc he o lo g y

4. 5  S itua tion  in h ighe r socia l classes 
4. 6  Jews in the Roman Empire
4. 7 C hris tian ity  in the Roman Empire

5. PERSECUTION OF CHRISTIANS IN THE R O M A N  EMPIRE
5 . 1 Persecution in the  tim e  o f  the em perors Nero (54 -  68)
5. 2 Persecution o f  Christians in the  tim e  o f  the  em peror D om itian  (81

5. 2 .1  Processes w ith  Christians and pun ishm ents fo r  Christians 
5 .  3 Christianos esse non lice t -  Trajan (98 - 1 1 7 )
5. 4 A ph ilosopher on the  th rone  (121 - 180) and  Christians 
5. 5  Status in the tim e  o f  M ax im ilian  the  Thracian (235 -  238)
5. 6 Persecution in the tim e  o f  the  em peror Decius (249 -  251)
5. 7  The em peror Valerian (252 -  260) and his sophisticate

b a ttle  aga inst Christians 
5. 8  The m ost crue l persecution o f  D iocletian
5. 9 Constantine the G rea t (306 -  337) and the  end o f  persecutions

6. CHRISTIAN ANCIENT BURIAL PLACES
6 . 1 Origin and m eaning o f  the  Christian b u ria l places

6. 1. 1 C onfron ta tion  w ith  death
6 .1 . 2 Preparing o f  the  dead body fo r buria l
6 .1 . 3 Division o f th e  buria l places

6. 2 Surface b u ria l places 
6. 2. 1 Burial in to  th e  ground 
6. 2. 2 Burying in to  a sarcophagus 
6. 2. 3 Burying in to  amphora 
6. 2. 4  Burying in to  a mausoleum

6. 3 U nderground Christian b u ria l places -  catacombs 
6. 3 .1  Etymology o f  th e  catacombs 
6. 3. 2 Phases o f th e  origin o f catacombs 
6. 3. 3 Functions in th e  catacombs -  fossores and pictores 
6. 3. 4 Procedure in th e  construction  o f  th e  catacombs 
6. 3. 5 Burying in th e  catacombs 
6. 3. 6 Deve lopm ent o f  th e  underground buria l places 
6. 3. 7 Names o f th e  catacombs 

6. 4  The m ost fam ous Roman catacombs 
6. 4 .1  The catacombs o f Calixt
6. 4. 2 The catacombs o f Priscilla
6. 4. 3 The catacombs o f St. Sebastian
6. 4. 4 The catacombs o f Dom itila
6. 4. 5 The catacombs o f St. Agnes

6. 5  The m ost fam ous European catacombs
7 . GRAVES OF EARLY CHRISTIAN MARTYRS, THEIR IDENTIFICATION  

AND  CARE FOR THEM
7 .1 Iden tifica tion  o f  the  grave o f  a m a rty r

7 . 1 .1  Iden tifica tion  ind icators

43
43
45
46
47  

96)48
49
50
51
52
53

54
54
55  
57 
57
57
58
58
59
60 
60 
61 
61 
62 
63
63
64
64
65
66 
68 
68 
69
69
70
70
71 
71

73
74 
74



C hris tian  a rch e o lo g y

7 .1 . 2 The cu lt o f  m artyrs 75
7 .1 . 3 A u then tic ity  o f  th e  death  o f a m a rty r 76

7. 2 Care fo r  the graves o f  m arty rs  77
I .  2 .1 Liturgical ce lebra tion o f m artyrs 78
7. 2. 2 Num ber o f early Christian m artyrs 78

7. 3 Early Christian m entions abou t m artyrs  79
7. 4 S ituation a fte r the ed ic t o f  M ila n  79
7. 5 M a rty r -  the  w ay to  canonization in the  p resent tim e  80

8. SEARCH FOR THE GRAVE OF ST. PETER 82
8 .1  Peter's death  in Rome -  h is torica l d a ting  82
8. 2 Testimonies a b o u t the  death  o f  the  apostle  Peter 82
8. 3 Early Christian basilica above the grave o f  the  apostle Peter 82
8. 4 So called red  w a ll and  the  fo o ts tep  o f  the apostle  83
8. 5 New basilica above Peter's grave 84
8. 6 Archeologica l research o f  the grave o f  St. Peter 84

8. 6 .1  First excavations under th e  basilica 84
8. 6. 2 Discovery o f  th e  inscrip tion 85
8. 6. 3 Discovery o f  th e  bones 86

8. 7 Final iden tifica tion  86
9. EARLY CHRISTIAN BASILICAS 88

9 .1  Domus ecclesiae as the  p ro to type  o f  a Christian basilica 88
9 .2  Early Christian litu rg y  -  s truc tu re  89
9. 3 First Christian churches as special bu ild ings 90
9. 4 Basilicas as ancien t build ings and th e ir  p ro fila tio n  91

9 .4 .1  Ground plan o f th e  basilicas 91
9 .4 . 2 Parts o f basilica 92
9. 4. 3 D isposition and names o f th e  basilicas 94

9. 5 Construction activ ities in the em pire  94
10. BYZANTINE ARCHITECTURE IN THE A N TIQ U ITY  95

10.1 Flistorical ind icators 95
10. 2 The m ost im p o rta n t a rch itecton ic  m em orab ilia

fro m  a n tiq u ity  in Constantinople 95
10. 2 .1  The place -  Augusteon 96
10. 2. 2 The Church o f God's W isdom  -  Hagia Sofia 96
10. 2. 3 The church o f  holy apostles 98

11. ANCIENT CHRISTIAN BAPTISTERIES 99
11.1 Venues o f  baptism  99
11. 2 Baptism in baptisteries 99
11. 3 Localization o f  baptisteries in the  basilicas 100
11. 4 Ground p lan o f baptisteries 100
11. 5 Baptism celebration in the  a n tiq u ity  101

I I .  5 .1  Venue fo r  baptism  102
11. 5. 2 Complete o r partia l im m ersion? 103
11. 5. 3 Sprinkling by w a te r at baptism  103



C h ris tian  a rch eo log y

12. CHRISTIAN EPIGRAPHY 104
12. 1 The no tion  o f  Christian epigraphy 104
12. 2  Sources o f  Christian epigraphy 104
12. 3 A nc ien t Christian inscriptions and th e ir  fo rm s  105

12. 3. 1 Division o f  inscrip tions 105
12. 3. 2 The language 106
12. 3. 3 M ethods o f m aking, localization and contents 107
12. 3. 4 Examples o f  ancient Christian inscrip tions: 107

12. 4  A bbrevia tions in the  inscrip tions 108
12. 4. 1 Division o f abbreviations 108
12. 4. 2 Acrostic and te lestich  110

12. 5  Roman ciphers in the  anc ien t inscrip tions 111
12. 6  Dam asus' inscriptions 111

13. CHRISTIAN ICONOGRAPHY 115
13. 1 In te rp re ta tion  o f  the  iconographic w ork  -  levels 115
13. 2  Symbols in the iconography o f  f ir s t  centuries 115

13. 2 .1  D idactical func tion  o f a rt 116
13. 2. 2 Christ's m onogram  116
13. 2. 3 A rtis tic  dep icting o f th e  Holy T rin ity  117

13. 3 Iconography o f  Christ 117
13 .3 . 1 Pictures o f Christ 117
13. 3. 2 Depicting o f  Christ's passion 118

13. 4 Iconography o f  V irgin M a ry  118
13. 4. 1 M ethods o f dep icting  119
13. 4. 2 Didascal character o f  th e  p ictures 119
13. 4. 3 So called Luke's p ictures o f  V irgin M ary 119

13. 5 Iconography o f  the  sa ints 120
14. THE SHROUD OF TURIN  122

14. 1 Description o f  the shroud 122
14. 2 H istory o f  the  re lic 122
14. 3 The exp lora tion  o f  the ve rity  o f  the  sh roud  o f  Turin 124

CONCLUSION 127
BIBLIOGRAPHY 129


