
c
u

Contents

Contributors vii
Foreword xiii
Acknowledgements xix

Introduction 1

Section 1 The context of midwifery research and practice 13

1. Research and evidence in midwifery practice 15
Robina Aslam

2. The historical context of research in midwifery 35 
Elisabeth Clark

3. Research and development in the NHS 55
Mary Renfrew and Michael Smith

4. Ethics and good practice 71
Hazel E McHaffie

5. Involving consumers in research 89 
Elisabeth Buggins and Mary Nolan

6. Reviewing existing knowledge 103 
Jennifer Hall and Sue Hawkins

7. Asking questions about practice and using appropriate research 
methods 125
Debra Bick

8. Words into action: disseminating and implementing the findings of 
. research 139
Soo Downe

9. Developing standards for practice 155
Julie Wray and Angie Benbow

10. Education for best practice 171
M. Rose Allen



SS
 

280
 

SAX
 

2332%
 

g
o 

z
 
O
 
OSano
5

11. The reality of evidence-based practice in midwifery 185
Sue Proctor and Mary Renfrew

12. Developing research and evidence-based practice in midwifery - the 
next 20 years 195
Mary Renfrew and Sue Proctor ‘

Section 2 Core skills for research 203
13. Designing a research proposal 205

Ann Wraight

14. Applying to a local research ethics committee 215
Ray Field

15. Questionnaire design 225
Gillian Wright

16. Conducting interviews with individuals and groups 235
Sally Marchant and Natalie Kenney

17. Conducting participant and non-participant observational 
studies 243
Natalie Kenney and Sally Marchant

Index 251


