
Contents

List of Figures 
List of Tables 
Preface '

1 Would You Recognize a Form of Political Participation 
if You Saw One?
1,1 The Many Faces of Participation 1
1.2 The Argument of the Book 5

1.2.1 Political Participation Expanded: 
Theoretical Issues 7

1.2.2 Political Participation Expanded: 
Conceptual Issues 8

1.2.3 Political Participation Expanded: 
Methodological and Empirical Issues 9

1.3 Plan of the Book 11

2 The Continuous Expansions of Political Participation
2.1 Endless Renewals and Expansions 17
2.2 Empirical Evidence From Major Surveys 20
2.3 Empirical Evidence From Specific Studies 27
2.4 The Need for Empirical Improvements 35

The Continuous Expansions of Concepts and Definitions 
of Political Participation
3.1 Endless Renewals and Expansions 44
3.2 Available Concepts and Definitions 45
3.3 How to Avoid a ^Concept of Everything”^ 51

3.3.1 Inductive Approaches 52
3.3.2 Modifying Nominal Definitions 53



viii Contents

3.3.3 Limiting Scope and Sphere 55
3.4 The Need for Conceptual Improvements 56

4 Conceptualizing Political Participation 62
4.1 The Need for a Systematic Approach 62
4.2 The Conceptual Map of Political Participation 63
4.3 Applying the Map to Conceptualize 

Participation 77
4.4 Preventing an Endless Conceptual Expansion 81

5 Measuring Old and New Forms of Political Participation 85
5.1 A Fresh Look at Political Participation 85
5.2 Integrating Citizens' Input Into the Study of

Participation 86
5.2.1 Using the Conceptual Map for a New 

Measurement Approach 86
5.2.2 Measuring New Forms of Participation 89

5.3 A New Taxonomy of Political Participation 90
5.3.1 Results of the Open Question, 

Identification of Participatory Acts, and 
Coding Procedure 91

5.3.2 The Variety of Participation 92
5.3.3 The Structure of Old and New Forms 

of Participation 95
5.4 From Activities to a New Taxonomy 105 -

6 A Road Map for the Study of Political Participation 113
6.1 Dealing With Political Participation

Systematically 113 *
6.2 How to Recognize Political Participation^ 114
6.3 Measuring Old and New Participatory

Phenomena 115
6.4 Future Expansions and Improvements 116
6.5 Finally: Why (and How) the Study of Old and

New Forms of Participation Matters 118

Appendix: Questions on Political Participation 121
Name Index 123
Subject Index 127


