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“The fourth edition of Geographies of Development is an invaluable text for students in development studies and geography. 
I especially appreciate the mix of theory and practice, as well as illustrative case studies, prompts that promote critical 
reflection, and great maps and conceptual diagrams. This extensively revised and up-to-date book is essential for those 
exploring the ever-evolving realm of development studies."

William G. Moseley, Professor of Geography, Macalester College, Saint Paul, USA

“This fourth edition updates the coverage and takes account of shifts in thinking to ensure that Geographies of Development 
remains a leading textbook in what remains a dynamic and popular field of study across Geography and cognate disciplines 
around the world. The late David Smith and Rob Potter would be very proud of how their colleagues have ensured the 
continued relevance and topicality of this best-selling title."

Professor David Simon, Royal Holloway, University of London, UK and Chalmers University of Technology, 
Gothenburg, Sweden

Now in its fourth edition, Geographies of Development: An Introduction to Development Studies remains a core, 
balanced and comprehensive introductory textbook for students of development studies, development geography and 
related fields. This clear and concise text encourages critical engagement by integrating theory alongside practice and 
related key topics throughout. It demonstrates informatively that ideas concerning development have been many and 
varied and highly contested - varying from time to time and from place to place.

Clearly written and accessible for students who have no prior knowledge of development, the book provides the basics 
in terms of a geographical approach to development: what the situation is, where, when and why. Over 200 maps, 
charts, tables, textboxes and pictures break up the text and offer alternative ways of showing the information. The 
text is further enhanced by a range of pedagogical features: chapter outlines, case studies, key thinkers, critical 
reflections, key points and summaries, discussion topics and further reading.

Geographies of Development continues to be an invaluable introductory text not only for geography students, but also 
anyone in area studies, international studies and development studies.
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Cover illustration by Matthew Richardson, based on an 
original sketch by Rob Potter.
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