
CONTENTS

List of figures
List of tables viii
Notes on contributors ix
Preface x 

Xlll

Introduction: In search of paradigms: Disinformation, 
fake news, and post-truth politics 1
Serena Giusti and Elisa Piras 

PART I
Post-truth politics and the challenges to democracy 17

1 Reading Arendt to rethink truth, science, and politics 
in the era of fake news 19 
Federica Merenda

2 Inequality in the public sphere: Epistemic injustice, 
discrimination, and violence 30 
Elisa Piras

3 Incorporating intersectionality into AI ethics 40 
Liza Ireni-Saban and Maya Sherman

4 How post-truth politics transformed and shaped the outcome 
of the 2016 Brexit referendum 53 
Jennifer Cassidy



vi Contents

5 Information and democracy: Fake news as an 
emotional weapon
Matthew Loveless

6 Searching for a unicorn: Fake news and electoral behaviour 
Luigi Curini and Eugenio Pizzimenti

7 Once upon Covid-19: A tale of misleading information 
going viral
Alice Hazelton

PART II
From disinformation to post-truth Politics: 
Evidences from Russia

8 Lie to live: The production of a faked reality as an 
existential function of Putin’s regime 
Anna Zafesova

9 Playing the Russian disinformation game: Information 
operations from Soviet tactics to Putin’s sharp power 
Francesco Bechis

10 Myths and realities of Putinism in post-truth politics 
Mara Morini

11 Responding to alleged Russian interference by focussing on 
the vulnerabilities that make it possible
Giorgio Comai

PART III
Dilemmas of contrasting disinformation and fake news

12 Information spreading and the role of automated accounts 
on Twitter: Two case studies
Guido Caldarelli, Rocco De Nicola, Marinella
Petrocchi, and Fahio Saracco

13 Radical-right political activism on the web and the 
challenge for European democracy: A perspective from 
Eastern and Central Europe
Manuela Caiani and Pal Susanszky



Contents vii

14 When a credible source turns ‘fake’: The Relotius affair 
and the German system for combating fake news
Mihail Stojanoski

188

15 "But verifying facts is what we do!": Fact-checking and 
journalistic professional autonomy
Urban Larssen

199

16 The EU Code of Practice on Disinformation and the risk of
the privatisation of censorship 214
Matteo Monti

Index 226


