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Activity Level Time
(m inutes)

Aims

1 W ord g ram m ar

1.1 L a n g u a g e  b in g o Any 20-30 To teach and check knowledge of basic 
grammar terminology

12

1.2 G ra m m a r p o e m s Intermediate 
and above

20-25 To reinforce grammar terms through creative 
writing

14

1.3 C o u n t a n d  c la s s ify Any 20-50 To exploit a short text in order to draw 
attention to  the different word classes

15

1.4 C o n te n t o r  g ra m m a r  

w o rd s ?

Pre-intermediate 
and above

20-30 To draw attention to the difference 
between content words (that carry the main 
information load in a sentence or text) and 
grammar words (whose function is largely 
grammatical)

18

1.5 G ra m m a r w o rd  

b ra in s to rm

Intermediate to 
advanced

20-30 To sensitize learners to  the fact that high- 
frequency grammar words can have a range 
of functions

21

1.6 D ic t io n a ry  g ra m m a r Intermediate 
and above

20-30 To use dictionary examples as a source 
for word grammar awareness-raising

22

1.7 D o - it -y o u rs e lf

c o n c o rd a n c in g

Elementary 
and above

30-45 To sensitize learners to the grammar words 
in English, their frequency, and multiple uses

24

1.8 K e y w o rd  s tra te g ie s Intermediate 
to advanced

30-50 To sensitize learners to the productive power 
of keywords, and to provide practice in 
associating these words with their typical 
grammatical environments

26

1.9 K e y w o rd  in s e r t io n Intermediate 
and above

15-25 To raise awareness about the frequency and 
multi-functionality of keywords (words that

29

have high frequency in English, either because 
they are grammar words or because they are highly 
versatile content words)
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A c t i v i t y L e v e l T im e

(m inutes)
A im s

1 .1 0 O d d  c o u p le s Upper-intermediate 
to advanced

15-30 To explore the versatility of high frequency 
words

30

1.11 S e n te n c e  c re a t io n Intermediate 
and above

20-30 To explore the sentence-making potential of 
a combination of grammar words and content 
words

32

1 .1 2 S lo w - re le a s e  

g ra m m a r  c h u n k s

Beginner to 
intermediate

20-30 To encourage the memorization of 
'chunks' that contain key grammar structures, 
which may then become available for later 
analysis (either conscious or unconscious)

33

1.13 G ra m m a r  w o rd  

fa m il ie s

Any 20-30 To draw attention to the different grammar 
inflexions in English (the way grammar words 
are changed by the addition of different 
endings)

35

1 .1 4 In f le x io n  g r id Beginner 15-25 To encourage learners to work out inflected 
forms from a text

36

1 .1 5 T w o -w a y  v e rb  

p a t te r n  t r a n s la t io n
Intermediate 
to advanced

20-35 To draw attention to the way the choice of 
verb determines the choice of pattern that

37

follows it, and to contrast these patterns with 
verb patterns in the learners' first language

2 Sentence g ram m ar

2.1 S o r t  th e  s e n te n c e s Any 20-30 To highlight the differences between related 
structures, and to draw attention to  their 
distinguishing features

40

2 .2 M in im a l s e n te n c e  

p a irs

Elementary 
and above

20-30 To focus attention on a structure by 
contrasting it with a related one; or to fine
tune learners' understanding of two related 

— and easily confused— structures

42

2 .3 T rue  o r  fa ls e ? Any 20-30 To rehearse a grammar item in a personalized 
context

46

2 .4 G ra m m a t ic a li ty

ju d g e m e n ts

Any 20-30 To encourage learners to reflect on common 
errors; to  assess learners' intuition about 
grammar

49

2 .5 T he  s e n te n c e 

m a k in g  m a c h in e

Any 15-30 To demonstrate and exploit the generative 
power of substitution tables

51

2 .6 S u b s t itu t io n  j ig s a w Any 10-20 To focus attention on grammatical forms 54

2.7 V a r ia b le  s u b s t itu t io n  
d r i l l

Any 5-10 To encourage rapid 'on-line’ processing of 
sentence patterns

55

2 .8 C u t-u p  q u e s tio n s Any 20-30 To draw attention to the word order, and use 
of auxiliaries, in questions

56

2 .9 O ne o f  us . . .  tw o  

o f  u s . . .
Any 10-20 To provide personalized review of a grammar 

struaure
58
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Activity Level Time
(m inutes)

Aims

2 .1 0  P e rso n a lize  th e  

e xe rc ise

Any 15-25 To make a grammar exercise more 
memorable by personalizing it

59

2.11  G uess th e  s e n te n c e Intermediate 
and above

10-20 To review grammar structures 60

2 .1 2  P icasso  s e n te n c e s Elementary 
and above

20-30 To review any grammar structure 61

2 .1 3  S e n te n c e  race Pre-intermediate 
and above

5-10 To play with the constraints imposed by 
word order

62

2 .1 4  D is a p p e a r in g  

se n te n ce s

Any 5-15 To encourage learners to internalize features 
of grammar

63

2 .1 5  P ars ing Intermediate 
and above

20-30 To develop learners' ability to parse sentences 
(to break sentences into their component 
parts)

64

2 .1 6  M e a n in g  th ro u g h  

a c t io n

Beginner 15-25 To represent the meaning of a grammar 
structure through actions

70

2 .1 7  S itu a t io n a l 

p re s e n ta t io n

Any 20-30 To focus attention on a grammatical item by 
means of a situation that generates several 
examples of its use

71

2 .1 8  D ia lo g u e  b u ild in g Any 15-30 To provide controlled, interactive review of a 
pre-taught grammar item

74

2 .1 9  T e x t-b a se d  
p re s e n ta t io n

Any 20-30 To highlight a new grammar item by means 
of a written text

76

2 .2 0  In p u t  f lo o d Any 15-25 To raise awareness about a grammar item, 
by means of repeated exposures of the item

78

2.21  D ic to g lo s s Any 15-30 To raise learners' awareness about 
differences between their evolving mental 
grammar and the target language grammar; 
to  learn from each other doing a collaborative 
task

80

2 .2 2  E m e rg e n t g ra m m a r Intermediate 
and above

25-40 To focus on those grammar items that 'emerge' 
from a speaking task

82

2 .2 3  U s in g  re a lia Any 20-30 To introduce a grammar item by means of real 
objects {rea lia)

83

2 .2 4  O u tp u t  f lo o d Any 25-30 To encourage frequent production of a 
targeted grammar item in a creative context

84

2 .2 5  In fo rm a t io n  g a p —  

s p o t th e  d if fe re n c e

Any 10-20 To provide interactive conditions for 
reinforcing a grammar item

85

2 .2 6  J ig s a w  m in g l in g Any 10-15 To review a grammar item in an interactive 
way

86

2 .2 7  S u rve ys  a n d  

q u e s tio n n a ire s

Elementary 
and above

20-30 To provide practice of grammar items in 
communicative interaction

88
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(m inutes)

Aims

2 .2 8  G u e s s in g  g a m e s Any 5-20 To encourage the frequent use of specific 
grammar items in a game-type activity

89

2 .2 9  A lib is Intermediate 
and above

20-30 To review past tense verb forms 90

2 .3 0  P ro b le m -s o lv in g  

p re s e n ta t io n  

(u s in g  p ic tu re s )

Pre-intermediate 
and above

20-30 To draw learners' attention, using pictures, 
to a conceptual distinction that they may 
not have previously noticed or which they 
may not have thought significant

91

2 .3 1  P ro b le m -s o lv in g  

q u e s t io n n a ire  

(u s in g  t e x t )

Pre-intermediate 
and above

20-30 To draw learners' attention, using text, 
to a conceptual distinction that they may 
not have previously noticed or which they 
may not have thought significant

93

2 .3 2  'G ra m m a r in g ' 

s e n te n c e s

intermediate 
and above

25-40 To develop learners' understanding of how 
grammar helps fine-tune the meanings 
expressed in words only

95

2 .3 3  'G ra m m a r in g 'a  te x t intermediate 
and above

25-40 To develop learners' understanding of how 
grammar helps fine-tune the meanings 
expressed in words only

96

2 .3 4  G ra m m a r 

m a s te rm in d

Intermediate 
and above

20-30 To revise an area— or areas— of grammar, 
and to test one another

98

2 .3 5  In te rn e t  h u n t Intermediate to 
advanced

20-50 To practise using the Internet as a tool to 
explore grammar and find authentic 
examples

99

3 Text g ram m ar

3.1 C u t-u p  te x ts Pre-intermediate 
and above

20-30 To highlight the way grammar works across 
sentences in order to make texts cohesive

104

3 .2 P ro n o u n  s h if ts Intermediate 
and above

20-30 To raise awareness of how pronouns create 
networks of cross-reference in a text

106

3 .3 R e fe re n c e  n e tw o rk s  
— th e  d e f in i te  

a r t ic le

Intermediate 
and above

20-30 To draw attention to the ways persons or 
things become definite once they are assumed 
to be part of the writer's and reader's shared 
knowledge

108

3 .4 S e n te n c e  in s e r t io n Upper-intermediate 
and above

20-30 To draw attention to the way grammar and 
co-text are interdependent

110

3 .5 S e n te n c e  in s e r t io n —  

m u lt ip le  c h o ic e

Intermediate 
and above

20-30 To raise awareness as to how grammar 
and co-text are interdependent

111

3 .6 A p p ly in g  th e  e n d - 

w e ig h t  p r in c ip le

Intermediate 
and above

20-30 To draw attention to how grammar is used 
to distribute information in sentences so 
that new information goes at the end of the

113

sentence
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A c t iv ity Level T im e
(m inutes)

A im s

3 .7 E xe rc ise  's u b v e rs io n ' Upper-intermediate 
and above

15-25

3 .8 T e x t s u b s t i tu t io n Pre-intermediate 
and above

15-25

3 .9 T e x t a n a ly s is Advanced 30-40

3 .1 0 T e x t r e o rd e r in g Intermediate 
and above

20-30

3.11 T e x tu a liz in g Intermediate 
and above

20-30

3 .1 2 S p o k e n  g ra m m a r Intermediate 
and above

20-30

Appendix: 100 m ost fre q u e n t w ords

Further Reading

Glossary

Index

To explore the way grammar choices are 115 
determined by the context

To show how grammar and vocabulary 116
choices in one part of a text impact on 
choices at other parts o f the text

To show how grammatical choices are 118
related to choices at the level of textual 
organization and text function

To sensitize learners to the way grammar is 122 
used to sequence events

To encourage the use of grammatical devices, 123 
including the use of subordination and relative 
clauses, in order to produce cohesive text

To raise learners' awareness as to some of 125 
the differences between the grammar of 
written and of spoken English

127

128 

129 

132
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