
Contents

Foreword: What If? - reimagining fandom vi
Matt Hills

Acknowledgements xiii

1 Introduction 1

2 Fan stereotypes and representations 35

3 Beyond the text 53

4 The pathological tradition 85

5 How do people become fans? 123

6 Fan practices 165

7 Fandom, gender and sexual orientation 191

8 Myths, cults and places 209

9 The fan community: Online and offline 235

10 Researching fandom 255

11 Conclusion: The frontiers of fan research 277

Glossary 289
Notes 301
Bibliography 311
Index 331


