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‘This impressive Handbook captures and reflects the vibrancy of, and will propel further, 
the rapidly expanding field of critical agrarian studies. It is an indispensable reference in 

the field for students, teachers, researchers, policy experts, and activists.’ 
Saturnino M. Borras Jr., International Institute of Social Studies, the Netherlands 

and Editor-in-Chief of the Journal of Peasant Studies

- The Handbook of Critical Agrarian Studies is a magnificent field-building
achievement. Ambitious and comprehensive, it marks the coming of age of critical 

agrarian studies, with first-rate contributions from foundational thinkers and emerging 
stars on everything from agroecology and land, to financialization, territoriality, 
. extractivism, migrant labour, and dozens of other topics.’

‘ Marc Edelman, Hunter College and City University of New York, USA

’Critical agrarian studies is not a sentimental journey into the past but ways of 
rethinking how the dynamics of agrarian change reflect and shape some of the most 

important issues of our time. In these creative and thoughtful short chapters, leading 
scholars provide new angles on familiar questions such as land ownership, the ways 

we eat, agrarian extractivism, ecological crisis and rural social movements and on 
| _ . many new issues as well.’

Bridget O’Laughlin, International Institute of Social Studies, the Netherlands and 
_ . Co-Editor of the Journal of Agrarian Change

Exploring the emerging and vibrant field of critical agrarian studies, this 
comprehensive Handbook offers interdisciplinary insights from both leading scholars 
and activists to understand agrarian life, livelihoods, formations and processes of 
change. It highlights the development of the field, which is characterized by theoretical 
and methodological pluralism and innovation.

The Handbook presents critical analyses of, and examines controversies about, 
historical and contemporary social structures and processes in agrarian and rural 
settings from a wide range of perspectives. Chapters explore the origins of critical 
agrarian studies, the concepts underpinning the diverse theoretical approaches to 
the field, and the strengths and weaknesses of different methodologies used within 
the field. Finally, it illuminates debates around the topic and trajectories for future 
research and development.

This will be a vital resource for graduate students, scholars and activists interested 
in critical agrarian studies. The analytical and empirical insights will also be helpful. 
to students of environmental and development studies as well as agricultural and 
development economics, human geography and socio-cultural anthropology.

A. Haroon Akram-Lodhi, Trent University, Canada, Kristina Dietz, University of Kassel, 
Germany, Bettina Engels, Freie Universität Berlin, Germany and Ben M. McKay,. 
University of Calgary, Canada._:
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