
CONTENTS

Map: The Holy Roman Empire, 1618-1648 vii

General Introduction ix

L Outbreak of the Thirty Years War (1618-1623) 1

1. The Defenestration of Prague (May 23, 1618) 14

2. Apology of the Bohemian Estates (May 25, 1618) 20

3. Declaration of Elector Frederick V of the Palatinate 
(November?, 1619) 31

4. Edict of Ferdinand II Annulling the Bohemian Election 
(January 29, 1620) 39

5. The Treaty of Ulm (July 3, 1620) 46

6. The Battle of White Mountain (November 8, 1620) 49

7. Terrifying and Piteous News from Bohemia (1621) 56

8. Kipper and Wipper Time (1621) 58

9. Letter of Archbishop Ferdinand of Cologne (July 6, 1622) 60

10, Letter of Elector John George of Saxony (February 23, 1623) 63

II. The Intervention of Denmark and Sweden (1623-1635) 67

11. Letter of King Christian IV of Denmark (February 21, 1626) 77

12. The Austrian Peasants’ Rebellion (1626) 82

13. General Wallenstein on Two Fronts (August-November 1627) 86

14. The Edict of Restitution (March 6, 1629) 91

15. Gustavus Adolphus’ Invasion of the Empire
(July and October 1630) 98

16. The Sack of Magdeburg (May 20, 1631) 107

17. The Battle of Breitenfeld (September 17, 1631) 113

18. Protestants Triumphant (March 5, 1632) 118

19. The Swedish Discipline (1632) 124

20. Memorandum of Hoe von Hoenegg (January 30, 1634) 137

V



vi CONTENTS

21. The Assassination of General Wallenstein
(February 25, 1634) 144

22. The Battle of Nordlingen and Its Aftermath
(September 6, 1634) 148

23. Advice of Cardinal Richelieu of France
(after September 6, 1634) 151

III. The Long War (1635-1648) 153

24. The Peace of Prague (June 12, 1635) 165

25. Complaint of Elector John George of Saxony
(March 15, 1636) 176

26. Voyage of William Crowne (April-June 1636) 180

27. The Trial of Ludwig Schmalhausen (February 1638) 190

28. Religious Security and War (November 1638-January 1639) 198

29. Diary of Abbot Maurus Friesenegger (1641-1643) 204

30. Preparations for a General Peace Congress (January 6, 1644) 212

31. Military Contributions and French Subsidies (Early 1644) 216

32. Declaration of Gyorgy Rdkdczi, Prince of Transylvania
(February 17, 1644) 227

33. Imperial Instructions for the Peace Congress
(October 16, 1645) 233

34. Letter of Cardinal Mazarin to the French Plenipotentiaries
at Munster (January 20, 1646) 241

3 5. Diary of Clara Staiger (Spring 1648) 249

36. The Peace of Westphalia (October 24, 1648) 252

IV. Two Wartime Lives (1618-1648) 274

37. A Soldier’s Life in the Thirty Years War 276

38. Hans Heberle’s Zeytregister 302

For Further Reading 325

Index 327


