
Contents

Introduction 7

1 Anatomy of a Play 11

Inside a theatre 12
The text 13
The characters 15 
Plot, theme and structure 17 
Stage design 18 
Publicity 20 
Staging a play 21
A rehearsal - Timberlake Wertenbaker: Our Country's Good 22

2 Language, Class and Power 33

Bernard Shaw: Pygmalion 36 
Arnold Wesker: Roots 53

Close reading: stage design, characters 
Language practice: orders, requests, invitations; varieties of English

3 Family Life 60

Eugene O’Neill: Long Day's Journey Into Night 61
Charlotte Keatley: My Mother Said I Never Should 79

Close reading: summarising the plot, interpreting characters, explicit 
and implicit meaning

Language practice: reported speech (blaming, accusing, suspecting, 
defending, claiming, pretending)

Vocabulary: describing people

4 'We're Right and You're Wrong' 88

Arthur Miller: The Crucible 91
Harold Pinter: The Birthday Party 106

Close reading: deceit and self-deceit in characters; loaded questions 
and statements

Language practice: archaic and regional forms of English
Vocabulary: language about religion

5 Lost in New Orleans 115

Tennessee Williams: A Streetcar Named Desire 116
Guess the author 132

Close reading: language and character; symbolism 
Language practice: exploring differences and similarities



Vocabulary: common verbs with multiple meanings (let, go, get, take, 
make, do, put)

6 Freedom and Laughter

Athol Fugard, John Kani, Winston Ntshona: Sizwe Bansi Is Dead 
Willy Russell: Shirley Valentine

Close reading: interpreting reactions; staging; symbols and ideas 
Language practice: elliptical sentences and the storytelling style 
Vocabulary: exploring metaphors

7 Success!

Alan Ayckbourn: Man of the Moment
Samuel Beckett: Act Without Words II

Close reading: commenting on characters; interpreting stage 
directions

Language practice: interrupted sentences; statements, commands and 
questions

Vocabulary: the language of personal criticism

8 Making History

Sean O'Casey: The Plough and the Stars
Brian Friel: Translations

Close reading: stage directions; character description; the 
representation of violence; structure

Language practice: comparisons with verbs, nouns and adverbs
Vocabulary: talking about character (moral and emotional qualities); 

adjective-noun formations

Glossary

Key

137

141
160

166

167
186

190

193
214

219

240


