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Introduction

1 Short Stories and Tall Tales
Saki (H H Munro), The Open Window
R K Narayan, Under the Banyan Tree

Close Reading: analysing the plot
Language Practice: using different tenses in narrative
Vocabulary: describing types of stories
Beyond the Text: from Iris Murdoch, The Nice and the Good

2 Love in Vain
Katherine Mansfield, A Dill Pickle

Close Reading: interpreting characters' feelings
Language Practice: describing past habits and changes
Vocabulary: similes and metaphors
Beyond the Text: George and Ira Gershwin, They Can't Take That
Away From Me

3 Childhood Memories
Frank O'Connor, First Confession

Close Reading: point of view and irony
Language Practice: direct and indirect speech
Vocabulary: adverbial phrases
Beyond the Text: from Charles Dickens, David Copperfield;
James Joyce, A Portrait of the Artist as a Young Man

4 Romance
Bernard Malamud, The First Seven Years

Close Reading: examining characterisation
Language Practice: speculating about future developments
(conditional sentences type 2)
Vocabulary: describing people
Beyond the Text: Barry Cole, Reported Missing
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5 Fairy Tales
Oscar Wilde, The Nightingale and the Rose

Close Reading: sequencing the events of a story 
Language Practice: linking devices in narrative 
(conjunctions, relative pronouns and adverbs)
Vocabulary: describing personal qualities

Scott Fitzgerald, Outside the Cabinet-Maker's

Close Reading: interpreting characters' motivation 
Language Practice: speculating about past events 
(conditional sentences type 3)
Vocabulary: reporting verbs; adverbs with direct speech 
Beyond the Text: James Thurber, The Little Girl and the Wolf

6 Whodunnit?
Roald Dahl, Lamb to the Slaughter

Close Reading: interpreting characters' actions
Language Practice: explaining motivation
Vocabulary: feelings and reactions; parts of speech
Beyond the Text: from Arthur Conan Doyle, The Sign of Four

7 The Sporting Life
John Updike, Ace in the Hole

Close Reading: judging characters
Language Practice: criticising and complaining
Vocabulary: general and specific words
Beyond the Text: from Bernard Malamud, The Natural
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