
CONTENTS

Foreword V
Preface to the First Edition vii
Preface to the Anchor Second Edition x
List of Illustrations xviii

I. THE MIDDLE AGES
THEOPHILUS 1

An Essay upon Various Arts (mid. 10th cent.).
Book I: Preface; Of Gold Leaf. Book II: Preface;
Of Composing Windows. Book III: Preface.

LEO OF OSTIA 8
The Chronicle of Monte Cassino (1090). Book III: 
Sections 26, 27, 28, 29, 32, 18.

RAUL GLABER
Concerning the Construction of Churches
Throughout the World (1002—1003).

ST. BERNARD OF CLAIRVAUX
"Apologia" to William, Abbot of St.-Thierry (ca. 
1125) (excerpt).

ABBOT SUGER

18

The Book of Suger, Abbot of St.-Denis. On What 
Was Done under His Administration: Of the 
Church’s Decoration; Of the First Addition to 
the Church; Of the Cast and Gilded Doors; Of the 
Golden Altar Frontal in the Upper Choir; Of the 
Golden Crucifix; We hastened to adorn . . . ; We 
also changed ...;... We also offered . . . The 
Consecration of the Church of St.-Denis: Sections 
II, III, IV, V, VI.



CONTE NTS
• • 

xii

LETTERS ON HOW CHARTRES WAS BUILT 49
Abbot Haimon to His Brothers at Tutbury (1145) 
(excerpt). Archbishop Hugo of Rouen to Bishop 
Thierry of Amiens (1145).

GERVASE OF CANTERBURY . 51
History of the Burning and Repair of the Church 
of Canterbury (1185). The Conflagration; The 
Operations of the First Year; Operations of the 
First Five Years; Remaining Operations of the 
Sixth Year; Explanations; Operations of the Sev
enth, Eighth, and Tenth Years.

THE MARVELS OF ROME (ca. 1143) 62
Part I: Of the Foundations of Rome, and her Wall, 
Gates, Arches, Hills, Thermae, Palaces, Theatres, 
Bridges, Pillars . . . Part II: The Second Part con- 
taineth divers Histories touching certain famous 
Places and Images in Rome. Part III: The Third 
Part containeth a Perambulation of the City.

THEODERICH 74
Description of the Holy Places (ca. 1172). Chap
ter V: The Church of the Holy Sepulchre; Chapter 
VI: The Church or the Rotunda Itself.

ROBERT OF CLARI 79
The Conquest of Constantinople (1216). "... 
When the city was captured and the pilgrims 
quartered . . ."

VILLARD DE HONNECOURT
The Sketch Book (ca. 1250). Plate II: Here you 
can find the figures of the Twelve Apostles seated. 
Plate XII: This is a clock-house. Plate XIII: Who 
desires to make a lectern . . . Plate XXIX: This 
choir Villard de Honnecourt and Peter de Corbie 
. . . Plate XXXV: Here begins the instruction in 
the art of drawing. Plate XXXVI: Here begins the 
art of the elements of drawing . . . Plate XLVII: 
I will tell you of the training of the lion.

MATTHEW PARIS
The Story of Saint Edward, the King (1250). De
scription of the Illustrations: Plate XXXII: “King 

88

91

Edward calls this holy place . . .



00 0
xillCONTENTS

The Life of Saint Alban: "The King has founded 
a church . . ."

MATHIAS RORICZER
On the Ordination of Pinnacles (1486).

ARTICLES AND POINTS OF MASONRY 
(1430)
EDWARD III OF ENGLAND

Concerning the Taking of Masons. "The King to 
the same [sheriffs, mayors, bailiffs and other min
isters] greeting” (January 6, 1360); “The King to 
the sheriff of Norfolk and Suffolk greeting” (April 
12, 1361).

ANNUAL REPORTS ON THE BUILDING 
OPERATIONS OF MILAN CATHEDRAL

1400 Sunday, 25 January; 21 February; 8 May.

CONTRACT FOR BUILDING THE NAVE OF 
FOTHERINGHAY CHURCH (September 22, 
1434)
WILLIAM DURAND

Rationale of the Divine Offices (ca. 1286). Of Pic
tures and Images, and Curtains, and the Orna
ments of Churches.

JEAN PUCELLE
The Belleville Breviary (ca. 1326). The Exposi
tion of the images of the figures that are on the 
calendar and on the psalter, and is really the con
cordance of the Old and New Testaments.

PROCESSION AT THE COMPLETION OF 
DUCCIO’S MAJESTY (1311)

CENNINO CENNINI
The Craftsmans Handbook (1370). The First 
Chapter; How Some Enter the Profession through 
Loftiness of Spirit, and Some for Profit; Fundamen
tal Provisions for Anyone Who Enters this Profes
sion; How the Schedule Shows You into how Many 
Sections and Branches the Occupations are Di
vided; How You Should Endeavor to Copy and

95

101

104

107

114

120

129

134

136



XIV CONTENTS

Draw after as Few Masters as Possible; How, Be
yond Masters, You Should Constantly Copy from 
Nature with Steady Practice; How You Should 
Regulate Your Life in the Interests of Decorum and 
Condition of Your Hand; On the Character of a 
Yellow Color Called Ocher; The Method and Sys
tem for Working on a Wall, that is, in Fresco; and 
on Painting and Doing Flesh for a Youthful Face; 
The Way to Copy a Mountain from Nature; The 
System by which You Should Prepare to Acquire 
the Skill to Work on Panel; How to Paint on Panel.

II. THE RENAISSANCE
ITALY

LORENZO GHIBERTI 151
The Commentaries (1447-1455). The Second 
Commentary: “The Christian faith was victori
ous . . ."; "Now let us speak of the sculptors . . ."; 
"I, O most excellent reader . . ." The Third Com
mentary: ". . . Also I have seen . . ."

ANTONIO MANETTI 167
The Life of Filippo di Ser Brunellesco (1443
1491) (excerpts).

VESPASIANO DA BISTICCI 179
Lives of Illustrious Men of the XVth Century 
(1480-1490). I. A Discourse by the Author; 
Pope Nicolas V.

BARTOLOMEO FAZIO 198
Illustrious Men (1453-1457). Gentile da Fabri
ano; John of Gaul; Pisano of Verona; Roger of 
Gaul.

LEON BATTISTA ALBERTI 203
On Painting (1435). To Filippo di Ser Brunel
lesco. Book I: The Principles of the Work: Colors 
and Their Relation to Light; Relative Proportions; 
Conclusion of the Value of Theoretical Knowledge. 
Book II: The Usefulness of Painting; The Three 
Parts of the Process of Painting; Abundance and 
Variety in Composition; Emotion Recognized in 
Gestures; The Sculptural Value of Light and



CONTENTS XV

Shade. Book III: The Task of the Painter; Require
ments toward Being a Good Painter; How to Find 
Beauty; What Sources to Use. Conclusion.
On Architecture (1452). The Preface. Book I: Of 
the Columns and Walls, and some Observations re
lating to the Columns. Book V: ... of the three 
sorts of Prisons, their structures, situations and 
compartitions . . . Book VI: Of the reason and 
difficulty of the Author’s undertaking . . . ; Of 
Beauty and Ornament, their effect and difference 
. . . Book VII: Of the Parts, Forms and Figures 
of Temples and their Chapels, and how these 
latter should be distributed. Book IX: That the 
beauty of all edifices arises principally from three 
things . . . ; What it is that an Architect ought 
principally to consider . . . Book X: Of the 
method of conveying Water and accommodating 
it to the uses of men.

ANTONIO AVERLINO, IL FILARETE
Treatise on Architecture (1451-1464). Of the 
Plan of the Squares and the Streets of the City. The 
Plan of the Cathedral. Arches and Doors. Of 
Building Bridges.

PIERO DELLA FRANCESCA
Of the Perspective of Painting (1480-1490). Book 
I: Points, lines and plane surfaces; Painting con
sists of three principal parts, which we name draw
ing, measurement, and coloring; Every quantity of 
size is represented in the eye within an angle; All 
bases seen within the same angle, even if they are 
in different positions, appear the same to the eye; 
[The problem is] from a given eye [point of view] 
to represent on a determined picture plane the 
designated plane [perspectively] foreshortened; 
Next I must correct the error of those not very 
skilled in this science. Book II: Cubic objects, four
sided pilasters, and round and many-sided col
umns; [The problem is] to place above a fore
shortened four-sided surface a foreshortened cubic 
object in the same picture plane and the same dis
tance from the eye as the said foreshortened sur
face. Book III: Of heads and capitals, bases, ir-

co 
ci

253



e e
xViiCONTENTS

A REPORT TO POPE LEO X ON ANCIENT
ROME (1513-1521) 289

NORTHERN EUROPE

CONTRACT OF ENGUERRAND QUARTON
WITH DOMINUS JEAN DE MONTAGNAC
(1453) 297
PHILIP THE GOOD, DUKE OF BURGUNDY 303

Letters: "Jan van Eyck, former painter and equerry 
of the late Lord John, Duke of Bavaria . . ."; "To 
our beloved and faithful keepers of our accounts at 
Lille" (12 March, 1433).

ALBRECHT DURER 305
Outline of a General Treatise on Painting (planned 
prior to 1512-1513).
On Painting.
Drafts for the Introduction to the Book on Human 
Proportions (planned in 1512-1'513). Salus; The 
art of painting . . . ; Let no man . . .
Four Books on Human Proportion (1528). Book 
III (excerpts).
Letters. To Willibald Pirckheimer, February 7, 
1506; To Jacob Heller, August 24, 1508, and Au
gust 26, 1509.
The Travel Diary on the Trip to the Netherlands 
(1520-1521) (excerpts).

CAREL VAN MANDER 9.

The Painters Book (1604). The Life of the Skillful
and Famous Painter Marten Hee: skerck.09

JOACHIM VON SANDRART 353
The Academy of the Arts of Architecture, Sculp
ture and Painting (1675). Life of Matthias 
Grunewald.
Index 359


