
Contents
INTRODUCTION vii

REFERENCES xxxi

I. WITCHCRAFT IS AN ORGANIC AND 
HEREDITARY PHENOMENON i

II. THE NOTION OF WITCHCRAFT EXPLAINS 
UNFORTUNATE EVENTS 18

III. SUFFERERS FROM MISFORTUNE SEEK FOR 
WITCHES AMONG THEIR ENEMIES 33

IV. ARE WITCHES CONSCIOUS AGENTS? 56

V. WITCH-DOCTORS 65

VI. TRAINING OF A NOVICE IN THE ART OF 
A WITCH-DOCTOR 90

VII. THE PLACE OF WITCH-DOCTORS IN 
ZANDE SOCIETY III

VIII. THE POISON ORACLE IN DAILY LIFE 120

IX. PROBLEMS ARISING FROM CONSULTATION 
OF THE POISON ORACLE 146

X. OTHER ZANDE ORACLES 164

XI. MAGIC AND MEDICINES 176

XII. AN ASSOCIATION FOR THE 
PRACTICE OF MAGIC 205

XIII. WITCHCRAFT, ORACLES, AND MAGIC, 
IN THE SITUATION OF DEATH 221

APPENDIX I. A LIST OF TERMS EMPLOYED IN 
DESCRIBING ZANDE CUSTOMS AND BELIEFS 226

APPENDIX II. WITCHCRAFT AND DREAMS 230



vi Contents

APPENDIX III. OTHER EVIL AGENTS
ASSOCIATED WITH WITCHCRAFT 236

APPENDIX IV. SOME REMINISCENCES AND
REFLECTIONS ON FIELDWORK 240

SUGGESTIONS FOR FURTHER READING 255

INDEX 259


