
Contents

Abbreviations viii

Introduction 1

1. The Formal Case: The Corpus 19

2. The Formal Case: Origins, Procedures 50

3. Honouring Mothers 70

4. Eve and the Privileges of Women 96

5. The Stable Sex 126

6. Exemplifying Feminine Stability 153

7. Profeminine Role-Models 171

8. The Formal Case in Abelard, Chaucer, 
Christine de Pizan 199

Conclusion 231

Bibliography 245

Index 269


