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knowledge begins with the basics
Social Geographies: The Basics introduces what social geography is, and what it might be. It outlines 
the key contours of social geographies, and also disrupts some of the conventions of the discipline 
in both its content and structure.

This book approaches social geographies by beginning with the resistances, contestations and 
‘solutions’ that communities use to challenge exclusions in place and space in order to create 
equitable societies. It then addresses the inequalities, precarities, and ‘problems’ that prompt these 
interventions. This allows the book to emphasise the importance of activism in the here and now, 
and to show how activism often makes issues visible and contested in ways that are then theorised 
by academics. Social Geographies starts with solidarities, communities, and networks before moving 
to examine difference, precarity, and mobilities. Each chapter offers key case studies that centre 
resistance, contestations of inequitable power, and local knowledges that can often be seen as 
‘solutions' to national and transnational issues, creating a decolonial understanding of ‘social 
geography from below' within and across national contexts.

This book is essential reading for undergraduate students and readers new to the area, as well as 
anyone studying introductory geography, social, cultural and critical geography, ‘the spatial turn’ 
and issues of spatialities, and key issues like precarity, power, difference, equality, and mobilities.

Kath Browne is Professor of Geography at University College Dublin, Ireland. Her research 
focuses on social justice and inequalities, specifically around gender and sexualities. She has 
worked with those marginalised because of their sexual and gender identities, exploring how lives 
can be ameliorated in ways that take place seriously. She has also worked on those who are opposed 
to sexual and gender equalities, developing the concept of heteroactivism. She leads the Beyond 
Opposition research project.

Dhiren Borisa is a Dalit queer activist, poet and urban sexual geographer and is Assistant Professor 
at Jindal Global Law School, India. He is an Urban Studies International Fellow 2022. Dhiren attained 
his PhD from Jawaharlal Nehru University, New Delhi on queer cartographies of desires in Delhi. His 
research engages with sexual mappings and makings of cities from an intersectional and decolonial 
lens both among queer spaces in India and in diasporic queer worldings.

Mary Gilmartin is Professor of Geography at Maynooth University, Ireland. Her research 
focuses on migration, mobilities and spatial justice, and she has extensive experience of teaching 
undergraduate courses in social geography. She was Managing Editor of the journal Social & Cultural 
Geography from 2014 to 2018, and remains a member of that journal's editorial board.

Niharika Banerjea teaches gender sexuality and queer studies at the Jindal Global Law School, 
O.P. Jindal Global University, India. Working across and drawing from sociology, geographies of 
sexualities, and social anthropology, she is engaged with queer-feminist living and activisms in 
contemporary India. She identifies as a queer academic activist as a way to critically address familiar 
binaries between academia and activism - in classrooms, activist spaces, and writing practices. 
Niharika is a member of Sappho for Equality, the activist forum for lesbian, bisexual women, and 
transmasculine persons' rights.
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