
CONTENTS

List of Acronyms and Abbreviations...............................................................ix

Introduction.................................................................................................... 1

PART ONE

SETTING THE SCENE

Chapter One. Historical and Philosophical Underpinnings
of the Environmental Movement................................................................ 11
Introduction.................................................................................................11
A. Roots of the Environmental Crisis........................................................11
B. Emergence and Development of Environmentalism............................21
C. Major Concepts in Environmental Philosophy.................................... 26
D. Internationalisation of Environmental Issues:

From the Philosophical Arena to the Legal Arena................................36
Conclusion.................................................................................................. 38

Chapter Two. An Overview of the Characteristics and
Controversies of Human Rights..................................................................41
Introduction................................................................................................ 41
A. Theories of Human Rights: Philosophical and Legal Foundations..... 41
B. Human Beings as Rights-Holders......................................................... 43
C. Internationalisation and Universalism of Human Rights.................... 45
D. Unity and Indivisibility of Human Rights: Taxonomy of

Human Rights....................................................................................... 50
E. The Implementation of Human Rights................................................. 57
Conclusion.................................................................................................. 66

PART TWO

THE CONCEPTUALISATION AND DEVELOPMENT OF 
ENVIRONMENTAL ISSUES AS HUMAN RIGHTS

Chapter Three. Theorisation of the Various Human Rights
Approaches to Environmental Issues..........................................................71
Introduction................................................................................................ 71
A. The Expansion Theory.......................................................................... 71
B. The ‘Environmental Democracy’ Theory..............................................81
C. The Genesis Theory...............................................................................88
Conclusion................................................................................................ 107



• ••
V111 CONTENTS

Chapter Four. Reconfiguration of the Human Rights System in
Light of Sustainable Development and the Two-Level
Conceptualisation of Environmental Rights.............................................109
Introduction...............................................................................................109
A. Sustainable Development: A Marriage of Convenience 

between Environment and Development......................................110
B. Sustainable Development as a Theoretical and

Normative Framework for the Right to Development
and the Right to Environment............................................................ 116

C. Reconfiguration of the Human Rights System.................................... 122
D. Towards a New Covenant on Environmental Rights.......................... 136
Conclusion................................................................................................ 155

Conclusion.................................................................................................... 157

Bibliography

Index

163

177


